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FADE IN:

INT. CLASSROOM - MORNING

NICK CARSON, a college senior, is sitting in a classroom 
with a dozen OTHER STUDENTS and his professor, GREG 
JAMESON.  Nick is dressed in old jeans and a flannel 
shirt.  

The students are sitting in a circle.

MCCAELA GRIFFINS, also a senior, is reading a passage out 
loud from The Great Gatsby.  McCaela is pretty, but not 
beautiful.  

Nick stares at her longingly, admiring her smile and her 
legs that are uncovered by her skirt.

NICK (V.O.)
When I was twelve, my dad sat me 
down and said, Nick, it’s about 
that time when you might take an 
interest in women, so, just 
remember, always make sure there’s 
toilet paper on the toilet paper 
thing, never be too sarcastic, and 
never buy flavored condoms; that’s 
presumptuous.  It was the most 
honest thing he ever said to me.  
He died four years ago and that’s 
the stuff I remember.

Nick nervously plays with his hair and is scared to make 
eye contact with McCaela as she reads from the book.

MCCAELA
(reading)

I’ve always been glad I said that. 
It was the only compliment I ever 
gave him, because I disapproved of 
him from beginning to end.  First 
he nodded politely, and then his 
face broke into that radiant and 
understanding smile, as if we’d 
been in ecstatic cahoots on that 
fact all the time. 

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes!  Thank you...

MCCAELA
McCaela.



PROFESSOR JAMESON
McCaela!  Yes!  Of course!  
Perfect.  Thank you, McCaela.  
McCaela, can you tell me why you 
think I asked you to read that 
specific passage?

McCaela shrinks her face in confusion as she looks at the 
book, searching for some deeper meaning.  She brushes her 
hair behind her ear.

MCCAELA
Well, um, I uh, I don’t know.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Ok, a fair answer.  I don’t know.  
The words we mutter when we in 
fact don’t know something.  

(to Nick)
And you my meek looking student, 
can you take a stab at what you 
think this passage means for us 
today?

Nick is momentarily startled as the question breaks his 
gaze at McCaela.  He looks quickly at the passage and 
contemplates.

NICK
Me?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, you, the meek little mouse.  
Doth the mouse have the voice of 
an elephant?

NICK
Um, well, maybe because we 
shouldn’t disapprove of one 
another and should be in ecstatic 
cahoots all semester?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
A perfectly acceptable answer...

NICK
Nick.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick!  Yes, of course.  The mouse 
speaketh.  

(beat)
How about this?  We are here to 
speak.  

(MORE)
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There should be no confusion as to 
what we are thinking.  We are not 
disapproving.  We will not deduce 
what is happening, but we will 
learn from vocalizing our inner 
monologues.  This class, ladies 
and gents, is called Call Me 
Gatsby.  Because every one of you 
will be Gatsby when you enter this 
room.  There are no papers to 
write.  Your assignments are to be 
vocal.  Become great.  Become 
Gatsby.  Nick, since you are 
clearly seeking greatness, can you 
please read the next assigned 
passage?

Nick flips through some pages.  He momentarily fumbles 
with the pages as he is distracted by another student, 
JAY GAYSON, looking at him with pure enjoyment.  

Compared to the other students in the morning class, Jay 
clearly put a lot of time into his appearance and his 
clothes make him look like an old fashioned Harvard 
alumnus.

NICK
(speaking softy)

He smiled understandingly - much 
more than understandingly. 

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Louder, Nick.  With conviction, 
Sir!

NICK
(speaking louder)

It was one of those rare smiles 
with a quality of eternal 
reassurance in it, that you may 
come across four or five times in 
life. It faced - or seemed to face 
- the whole external world for an 
instant, and then concentrated on 
you with an irresistible prejudice 
in your favor. It understood you 
just as far as you wanted to be 
understood, believed in you as you 
would like to believe in yourself.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Believed in you as you would like 
to believe in yourself.  Nick, can 
you think of anyone like that?

PROFESSOR JAMESON (CONT'D)
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Nick glances again at the smiling Jay and then at 
McCaela, who smiles back.

NICK
Nope, no one comes to mind.

CUT TO:

INT. HALLWAY - 15 MINUTES LATER

The class is shuffling out and Nick sees McCaela speaking 
with two friends in the hallway.  The two girls, LISA and 
JOANNE, are her roommates.  Nick shuffles over and 
awkwardly approaches her.

NICK (V.O.)
I don’t see how toilet paper and a 
lack of sarcasm helps separate a 
girl from the group.  My dad never 
covered that. 

NICK
(to McCaela)

Uh, hi...

McCaela doesn’t hear him, but her two friends scoff at 
his attempts.  They walk away before he can get Mccaela’s 
attention.

NICK (CONT’D)
Oh, right.

Nick watches her walk away.  Jay approaches him and 
watches her with him.

JAY
Pretty girl, eh, Sport?

NICK
I beg your pardon?

JAY
That girl you tried to talk to and 
failed miserably and are now 
creepily watching her walk away.  
I was just establishing that we 
both agree that it is in fact a 
fact that she is a pretty girl.

Nick glances at him, but doesn’t say anything.  He turns 
and begins walking the other way.  Jay follows.
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JAY
Nick, today is your lucky day.  
Today I offer you my assistance.

NICK
Assistance for what?

JAY
Assistance for life.  Nick, my 
good man, my first piece of advice 
will be for free.  Girls like 
McCaela, girls who can make you 
feel like you’re sipping on a warm 
Scotch, it turns out they don’t 
too much fancy Levi’s and flannel 
shirts, with, with, what is that, 
a bracelet?

NICK
It’s a Livestrong bracelet, to 
fight cancer.

JAY
Neat.  I’m sure you get lots of 
hugs.

NICK (V.O.)
Whoever this guy was, he reminded 
me of a cross between a 1920s 
silent film star and a 1960s 
failed porn producer, but his 
cologne reminded me of those 
magazine pullouts, and I have to 
admit, he might have been on to 
something.

Nick stops walking and turns to Jay.

NICK
(annoyed)

What can I do for you...?

JAY
Jay.  Jay Gayson.

NICK
You don’t strike me as a Jay. 

JAY
Well you can call me Gatsby.
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NICK
Gatsby?  As in the Great Gatsby?  
You’ve actually read the Great 
Gatsby?

JAY
I’m sure it’s a great book.

EXT. OUTSIDE - CONTINUOUS

Nick and Jay are still walking together.  They see a 
girl, CAROLINE JENKINS, and a guy, GARY RICHARDS, walking 
towards them.  Caroline is dressed in a small sun dress 
and Gary is dressed as though he’s going to the gym.  Jay 
nudges Nick to make sure he sees her.

NICK
I know that girl.

JAY
You know that girl?

NICK
Yeah, I know that girl.

JAY
You know that girl, and you have 
trouble with girls?

NICK
I never said I have trouble with 
girls.

JAY
Nick.

NICK
Yes, I know that girl, and I have 
trouble with girls.

Jay stares at Nick for a moment and shakes his head.  

NICK (V.O.)
The thought hadn’t occurred to me 
before.  Caroline was Caroline.  
She was nice to me, like a 
mythical creature, or an imaginary 
friend.

JAY
Invite her to our party.
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NICK
What party?

JAY
I don’t know, let’s have a party.

Nick shakes his head at Jay, but is slightly awed.  
Caroline and Gary stop in front of them.

CAROLINE
Nick!  How are you?

NICK
Hi, Caroline.

(to Gary)
Hi...

CAROLINE
(to GARY)

Gary... Oh, Nick, this is Gary... 
Gary, I know Nick from high 
school.  He and his roommates 
saved me in an English class last 
year.  Nicest guy on campus.  
Nick, how are you?

NICK
I’m good.  Caroline, this is... 
Gatsby.

GARY
Gatsby?

JAY
Mr. Gatsby.

Jay holds out his hand, which Gary reluctantly accepts.  
He then extends it to Caroline, who doesn’t look as happy 
as she was before.

CAROLINE
Mr. Gatsby.

JAY
Caroline, my good, dear friend 
Nick has spent the better part of 
an hour convincing me to have a 
party this weekend.  You have to 
come.  The... the two... of you.

He acknowledges Gary.  Caroline looks at Nick and bites 
her lip to hide a smile.
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CAROLINE
Well, if Nick insists, then I 
guess I can’t say no.

(to Nick)
Nick, I’ll call you later?

NICK
Absolutely.

Caroline and Gary walk away.  Jay can’t hold back his 
elation.

JAY
Nick, you are a revelation!  Did 
you see how easy that was?

NICK
That was you.

JAY
Sport, keep telling yourself that.  
When you decide you want to stop 
being the nicest guy on campus, 
you give me a call.

NICK
(after contemplating)

What’s your number?

JAY
That’s the spirit.

NICK (V.O.)
He looked at me like I was his 
hero, like I was his brother.  I 
knew it was a front, but I 
couldn’t help it, it felt good.

INT. FAMILY ROOM - LATER

Nick is sitting in his family room with his two 
roommates, JUD and AHMAD.  Jud, a red headed Southerner, 
and Ahmad, a Jordanian, are working on editing a video 
while Nick watches.  Nick is drinking a beer.

AHMAD
(to Nick, distracted)

Are you drinking a beer?  It’s 
like, 3 in the afternoon.

NICK
What’s wrong with me drinking a 
beer?
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AHMAD
There’s nothing wrong with it in 
an existential sense.  I can’t 
imagine you’ll be productive when 
you’re working on your paper.

JUD
Dude, leave him alone, he has his 
sad mopey Jewish face on. 

NICK
I’m not Jewish.

AHMAD
That’s what all you people say.

Ahmad points to a scene to tell Jud to cut.

NICK
And maybe I prefer beer now to 
tea.

JUD
But, you love your afternoon tea.

NICK
Yes, thank you.  Do you guys know 
this guy Jay Gayson?

AHMAD
Ah, the beer is explained.  Want 
to be a cool guy on campus, huh?  
Yeah, we’ve all had those 
aspirations.

NICK
You know him?

AHMAD
Know him?  Jud lusts over him the 
way you have a boner over McCaela.

JUD
Dude, that’s not true!  I just 
hear he throws good parties.

NICK
He invited me to a party he’s 
having this weekend.

Jud stops editing and stares at Nick.
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JUD
Jay invited you to a party?  We 
have to go.  Did you say yes?

NICK
Um, I don’t really know.  I kind 
of think he’s bad news.  And did 
you say boner?  Are we back in the 
eighties?

JUD
We’re going.  This could be your 
chance.  You could finally make 
contact.

AHMAD
Oh yes, liquor the girl up and 
touch her.

NICK
I tried talking to her today.

JUD
Really?  That’s great!  What 
happened.

NICK
She walked away and Jay made fun 
of me and told me to call him 
Gatsby.  I’m half convinced he was 
hitting on me.

JUD
Maybe he can help you get McCaela.  
It’d actually be great material 
for the movie.

NICK
Who says I can’t get her myself?

AHMAD
Nick, we have a saying in my 
country.  I forget the beginning, 
but it ends with, you won’t get 
the girl.  And don’t forget we 
need to shoot this weekend.  It’s 
important.  Now stop moping over 
your new love interest and help us 
get through this.

Nick moves closer and all three begin working on the 
edits.
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INT. COFFEE SHOP - EVENING

Nick walks into a coffee shop and sees Jay sitting with 
several people.  All the people are clearly listening to 
Jay telling a story.  Jay stops talking when he sees Nick 
and broadly smiles across the cafe.  Nick walks towards 
him.

JAY
Nick my good man, you look dashing 
underneath whatever it is you have 
on.

NICK
Jay.

(to everyone else)
Hello.

JAY
Everyone, this is Nick, a very 
dear friend of mine.  Make him 
some room.

(to Nick)
Nick, order whatever you want and 
put it on my tab.

NICK
This is a cafe, there’re no tabs.

JAY
Oh Nick, you’re adorable.

Jay smiles again and then goes back to talking to his 
friends as they prepare a seat for Nick.  NIck turns to 
order a drink.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - MOMENTS LATER

Nick, now with a tea, takes a seat next to Jay.

NICK (V.O.)
Genuine or otherwise, gay or 
straight, Jay perfected the 
ability to look at everyone as 
though he not only wanted to hear 
every word they spoke, but wanted 
to understand every memory, 
experience, and blemish that 
contributed to the thought 
processes that created the words.  

(MORE)
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It was hard not to be flattered, 
even harder not to be jealous when 
he looked at someone else, and 
downright impossible to not like 
him when you were sipping on the 
tea that he insisted on buying 
you.  To say it was unfair didn’t 
even begin to capture the effect 
he had over my personal freedom 
and wellbeing. 

JAY
Nick, come here for a sec.

Nick leans over towards Jay.

JAY
I see you didn’t take my advice 
about dressing appropriately.

NICK
We didn’t really have that 
conversation, not that I even 
understand what you mean.

JAY
Look, you want McCaela.  I insist, 
let me set you up tonight on a 
blind date.  Let me put you in 
some suitable clothing...

NICK
Suitable for what?

JAY
For being a man, Nick.

NICK
I have to ask, why do you care so 
much?

Jay takes a deep breath and sips his coffee.

JAY
Because, Nick, no one deserves to 
walk down the street ignorant to 
the fact people are judging you, 
especially a good guy like 
yourself.  You think McCaela’s out 
of your league, but that’s just 
because she doesn’t know how to 
look at you.  You need to show her 
- and every girl in this town - 
that you are out of their league.  

NICK (V.O.) (CONT'D)

(MORE)
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Plus, you’re about the same size 
as me, so you can fit in my 
clothes.  Wouldn’t work with a fat 
guy.

NICK
A blind date?

JAY
A sure thing.

NICK
I suppose I could humor you.

JAY
(to the group)

Everyone, excuse us, Nick and I 
have some business to tend to.

Jay grabs Nick and they stand up and begin to walk out of 
the coffee shop.  They stop before the door.

JAY
First, I want you to do something 
for me.

NICK
What’s that.

JAY
I want you to go say hi to her.

Nick follows Jay’s gaze and sees McCaela sitting across 
the coffee shop.  She is alone and has The Great Gatsby 
open.  She is trying to write something.  Nick instantly 
tenses.

JAY
Relax, relax.  Just go say hi.

Jay pushes Nick towards her.  Nick slowly begins to walk 
over.

NICK (V.O.)
I don’t know how I missed her 
sitting alone in the corner.  I’m 
going to make a fool of myself.  I 
don’t know why I would let him get 
me to do this.  But, hell.  Social 
suicide seems so last decade.

Nick approaches the table.  McCaela doesn’t notice him.

JAY (CONT'D)
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NICK
The, uh, Great Gatsby, huh?

NICK (V.O.)
Smooth.

McCaela looks up, slightly surprised.

MCCAELA
Excuse me?

NICK
Oh, I just, I noticed you were 
reading...

NICK (V.O.)
Pull it together, dumbass.

NICK
I’m actually in the Gatsby class 
with you.  I just noticed you were 
reading the book.  Caught my 
attention.

MCCAELA
Oh yeah.

McCaela blushes and flips to the cover.

MCCAELA
I know it’s tacky, but I actually 
really like the book.

NICK
Well, don’t tell anyone, but I 
kind of love it myself.

McCaela smiles but doesn’t know what to say.

NICK
Alright, well maybe I’ll see you 
in class.

MCCAELA
That seems like a logical 
conclusion.

Nick smiles and walks away.  He heads straight for Jay 
who is smiling proudly.

JAY
So, how’d it go?
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NICK
It was a nightmare.

JAY
What?  Why?  Did you introduce 
yourself?

Nick freezes and looks horrified.  Jay laughs.

JAY
Don’t worry, my good man, it was a 
bold first move.  We’ll work the 
kinks out on your date.

They exit.

INT. JAY’S BEDROOM - EVENING

Jay is showing Nick clothes.  Nick already has on a 
button down shirt.  Jay’s bedroom has a four post bed, 
smoking chairs, and is covered in old film paraphernalia. 

NICK (V.O.)
Jay’s room, like he did, reminded 
me of a 1960s film studio.  It 
wasn’t tacky, it was just weird.  
How did someone my age have enough 
money to purchase this stuff?

JAY
Now, Nicholas, I would normally 
just put you in a suit, but before 
we throw you into the ring with 
Hemingway, let’s see if you can 
handle an experience with jeans 
that don’t begin with Levi and end 
with abstinence.

NICK
So nice jeans help me get the 
girl?

JAY
No, my good man, good jeans give 
you the confidence to get the 
girl.  You get the girl.  Exude 
confidence.

NICK
And who is this girl?
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JAY
This girl is the one you’ll get.  
She’s a little crazy.

Jay stops to consider her craziness.

JAY (CONT’D)
But she’s the one you’ll get.

NICK
And I should trust you?

JAY
Nope, no trust necessary.  Nick, 
exude confidence, my good man.  Be 
the good man.  

NICK
What if I get stuck and can’t 
exude confidence?

JAY
Just make fun of me.  Trust me.

INT. RESTAURANT - NIGHT

Nick is sitting at a restaurant with MIRIAM.  Miriam is 
extremely attractive.  They are both drinking wine.  

MIRIAM
So, Nick, Jay says you’ve been 
good friends for years.

NICK (V.O.)
Jay set me up with Miriam, a 
junior English major.  She was 
apparently a sure thing, and good 
practice.  I really wasn’t sure 
what he was getting out of this, 
but I had to believe it would be 
the last time.  What would Gatsby 
say in this situation?

NICK
Yep, although it still feels like 
we met only yesterday.  And I 
recommend the lamb, it’s 
outstanding.

MIRIAM
I love lamb.
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NICK
Don’t fill yourself up, though.  
We have to get dessert as well.

Miriam smiles and sips her wine.  

MIRIAM
So tell me about this class you’re 
in with Jay.  The Gatsby one.

NICK
The one where Jay makes an ass of 
himself and I look like an ass as 
I read aloud?

MIRIAM
Ha, Jay makes an ass of himself?

Nick stops to think about what Miriam said.

NICK (V.O.)
No, not really.

NICK
Yep.  It’s hilarious.  And then 
I’m here worrying about when the 
next paper’s due.

MIRIAM
Oh no, do you have to go work?

NICK
I’m hoping for some motivation 
after tonight.

MIRIAM
What kind of motivation?

CUT TO:

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick and Miriam are in bed together.  They’re half-
clothed and kissing.  Miriam accidentally knocks over the 
clock on his bedside table, which echoes through the 
house.

MIRIAM
Oh my God!  I’m so sorry!  I don’t 
want to wake up your roommates.

NICK
No, let’s wake them up.
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Nick grabs her and rolls over on the bed.  She laughs 
hysterically.

CUT TO:

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick is laying in bed, presumably naked.  Miriam is 
asleep with her head on his chest.  Nick has a pen and 
notebook and is writing.  He is clearly happy.

NICK (V.O.)
I’m not a virgin.  Or, I wasn’t a 
virgin before Miriam.  But this 
feels different.  This wasn’t an 
awkward high school girlfriend 
feeling pressured into watching me 
fumble with a condom.  This was 
sex, pure and simple.  I could 
hardly take credit myself, but I 
was loathe to credit Jay.  So 
where does the credit lie?

Nick flips through The Great Gatsby and finds a line he 
likes, and then writes, “Call Me Gatsby,” on the page, 
and begins writing his assignment, copying the first line 
from the book.

NICK (V.O.)
I felt a haunting loneliness 
sometimes, and felt it in others--
young clerks in the dusk, wasting 
the most poignant moments of night 
and life.  

Nick puts the book down and kisses Miriam on the head, 
then he continues writing.

CUT TO:

INT. CLASS ROOM - DAY

Nick is sitting in class, reading aloud.  He is dressed 
in a tucked-in Polo shirt and khaki slacks.  Jay is in a 
three piece suit and watches very proudly, while McCaela 
is watching with interest.
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NICK
(very animated)

As a student that came from a 
small town and a relatively 
controversy-free high school, I 
found myself eager to experience 
the poignant moments of night and 
life.  I am not haunted by an 
overwhelming loneliness, but I am 
jealous of what I do see in 
others.  I was clearly not brought 
up enjoying the finer moments in 
life, but I think there is time to 
at least begin to recognize them.  
It has become very apparent to me 
that everyone loves Gatsby.

The class is silent for a few moments before Jay breaks 
into applause.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Very good, Mr. Carson.  Very good 
indeed. The poignant moments of 
life.  Yes, exquisite.

(to Jay)
Mr. Gayson, my man in a suit, 
clearly a fan.  Tell me your 
thoughts, and say it with 
conviction.

JAY
I loved it.  Identifying his 
feelings not as loneliness but as 
jealousy really speaks volumes.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, very good.  So would you call 
Mr. Carson, over here, a Gatsby, 
or a Carraway?

JAY
Well, a Carraway at the moment.  
But just look at him.  There’s a 
Gatsby on the verge of cracking 
that shell.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
(to Nick)

Is that true, Nick?  I don’t know, 
I think I see a Gatsby there.

Nick doesn’t say anything, but glances at McCaela.
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Well, maybe a Carraway.  Certainly 
nothing to be ashamed of, though.  
Carraway is, after all, the true 
hero of the story.  Tell me, Nick, 
what events led to you writing 
your speech?

NICK
I... I had just been on a date.

He blushes and steals a glance at McCaela.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
A date?  Just a date?  Or was it a 
moment in time?  Was it the date 
that will forever define all 
dates?  Tell me, good sir, what 
brought about this dramatic 
representation of youthful 
expression?

Nick looks at Jay, who holds up a fist.

NICK
I tried to become Gatsby, Sir.

The bell rings and everyone gets up.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
(to the class)

Don’t forget, I have office hours 
this afternoon.

Nick tries to talk to McCaela before she leaves, but she 
is shuffled out by Lisa and Joanne again.  Nick goes 
after her, but Professor Jameson flags him down.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
(to Nick)

Nick, excellent job today.

NICK
Thank you, it was fun.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
I hope you can come by office 
hours and explain to me someday 
what I did right so I can bring 
that out in some of my other 
students.
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NICK
When I figure it out, I’ll let you 
know.

INT. HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

Nick walks into the hallway and sees Jay talking with 
McCaela.  He pauses for a moment to look at her.  When 
Jay sees him, he points to him to direct McCaela’s 
attention.  Nick approaches.

JAY
Nick, friend, lover, come shower 
us with your presence.  Nick, Ms. 
Griffins and I were just talking 
about you.

NICK
(to McCaela)

It almost certainly never 
happened.

MCCAELA
What never happened?

NICK
Whatever he said I did, or we did, 
or you did.

McCaela laughs and bites her lip.  She runs her fingers 
through her hair.  She looks over at Lisa and Joanne, who 
want her to come over to them.

MCCAELA
He’s been the perfect gentleman.

NICK
Gentleman, yes.  Perfect?  Let’s 
give it time.

McCaela laughs again.

JAY
Nick, I was telling McCaela how 
you thought you could help her 
with her presentations.

Nick is stunned and can’t speak. McCaela smiles at him.
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MCCAELA
Actually I was wondering if you... 
I mean, I was heading to get 
coffee, so I was wondering if you 
wanted to go... with me.

NICK
Um, yeah, I, uh, I was just going 
to go over some passages anyway.

(he looks at Jay, 
then back at 
McCaela)

I mean, of course, that would be 
great.

MCCAELA
Ok, great, just let me grab my 
bag.

She walks away.  Nick turns to Jay.

JAY
You are a revelation.  No suit?

NICK
Small steps.  It still seems 
disingenuous.

JAY
It’s not disingenuous!  It’s 
ingenuity.

NICK (V.O.)
Was I a revelation and just never 
realized it?  It seemed unlikely.  
I’ve known him for two days and 
he’s already in my head.  I still 
didn’t understand what was in it 
for him.

(sees McCaela)
And I didn’t really care.

As McCaela walks back nervously, Jay turns to whisper 
into Nick’s ear.

JAY
Go get ‘em, sport.  Exude 
confidence.  Be the revelation.  
And then call me later, we’ll have 
Scotch.
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INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Nick and McCaela are sitting together at a quiet coffee 
shop.  Nick has never been there and is looking around at 
the surroundings.

NICK
I like this place.  I’ve never 
been before.

MCCAELA
No?  I like it.  It’s quiet.  Away 
from all the pomp and bullshit of 
campus.

NICK (V.O.)
I tried to think what Jay would 
say.  All the bullshit.  I tried 
to envision how Gatsby would spin 
it into the beauty of the glamor 
of life.  But I couldn’t.  I was 
stuck staring at McCaela.  I 
couldn’t even think of something I 
would normally say.  It occurred 
to me, for the three years I’d 
been creepily staring at her, I 
never realized she was a real girl 
who had conversations.

NICK
Right.

NICK (V.O.)
(irritated)

Smooth.

MCCAELA
Right?  So come on Nick, tell me 
about yourself.  Where’d that guy 
from class come from?

NICK
What guy is that?

McCaela uses her arms to very dramatically deliver her 
next comment.

MCCAELA
Yeah, that cool, confident guy 
that embodies Gatsby, as Jameson 
would say.
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NICK (V.O.)
So she does want that guy.  She 
wants the Gatsby.  I had such an 
easy time with Miriam.  As Ahmad 
would say, she seemed to stifle me 
like a three-humped camel.

NICK
I don’t know, there’s not much to 
tell I guess.  Everything’s easier 
on paper.  Writing it down doesn’t 
count.

MCCAELA
You know, we had a class together 
last semester.  English lit, with 
Thomas.

NICK (V.O.)
Yes, I’m aware, I sat exactly 
three rows behind you everyday.

NICK
Did we?  I remember that class.

MCCAELA
Oh you didn’t notice me?

NICK
Nope, I guess not.  I was just so 
enthralled with the reading.

NICK (V.O.)
There it is.

The two smile at each other.  She raises her eyebrows as 
though she’s trying to get an answer out of him.

NICK
Well, maybe I noticed you once or 
twice.

MCCAELA
Oh no, so close!  It was going so 
smoothly for you.

Nick throws a sugar packet at her.  She likes the 
flirting and throws one back at him.  Nick goes to pull 
out his book.  He pulls it out and realizes he wants to 
say something when he flips through the pages.

NICK
Do you want to do something with 
me sometime?

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 24.



MCCAELA
Like go on a date.

NICK
Yeah.  I promise to be a perfect 
gentleman.

MCCAELA
Well now why would I want that?

Hesitates.  Her flirtation caught him off guard.

NICK
We could go dancing.  There’s... 
there’s this place.

MCCAELA
You dance?

NICK
Nope, not at all.  It’ll be fun.

McCaela gestures with her body that she accepts.

MCCAELA
That does of course mean you’ll be 
required to call me.

NICK
I suppose I’ll have to do that.

MCCAELA
But first, you have to read me 
some of that book.

NICK
Oh I have to read to you?

MCCAELA
Yeah, and then tell me what it all 
means!

INT. JAMESON’S OFFICE - LATER

Nick is sitting on an antique leather chair in Professor 
Jameson’s office.  The office has several books that 
appear to be brand new and has art on the wall.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
What do you think of the chair, 
Nick?
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NICK
It’s very nice.  Looks like an 
antique.  I feel like I shouldn’t 
be sitting on it.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Oh nonsense.  What’s the point of 
fine antiques if not to sooth our 
needs for antiquated desires?

NICK (V.O.)
I like Professor Jameson.  His 
views of the world were so 
drastically different than my 
father’s, I felt like he really 
was raised in a different era.

Professor Jameson gets up and pours himself a Scotch.  He 
holds the glass up as though offering one to Nick.

NICK
No, thank you, it’s a bit strong 
for me.

Professor Jameson looks disappointed, but sits back down.  
He takes a sip and cringes a bit.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Perhaps it’s a bit too strong for 
me as well, but there’s just 
something about a good Scotch, you 
know.

 (V.O.)
No, I absolutely did not know, but 
I ran with it.

NICK
Absolutely, I’m afraid you’d be 
ruining your fine Scotch on 
someone who couldn’t fully 
appreciate it, though.

Professor Jameson laughs and takes another sip.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
That’s why I like you, Nick.  
You’re shy and silent, but have 
some damn fine wit.  Speaking of 
which, what can I do for you 
today?
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NICK
You actually asked me to come by 
after class, Sir.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
I asked you to come by.  Huh, 
doesn’t ring a bell.  But now that 
you’re here, damn fine speech 
today.  Damn fine.

NICK
Thank you, I put a lot of thought 
into it.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
You can do better, though.  I 
really want you to search 
yourself.  You’re still holding 
back.  Didn’t your dad ever get 
you angry and excited, and you 
needed to shout about it?  I need 
that type of emotion.  Sex is 
good, but there’s more in there.

NICK (V.O.)
I had no clue what he was talking 
about, but I’ll be damned if he 
didn’t say it with conviction.  
Sadly, an absent father didn’t 
anger me.  I felt nothing.

Professor Jameson leans back in his chair and takes a 
deep breath of air.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Life is good, Nick.  You just need 
to learn to love it.

Nick gets up to leave, but looks around.

NICK (V.O.)
I always wonder how someone like 
Professor Jameson, or even Jay, 
gets to be the way they are.  I 
looked around his office to see 
pictures of his family, but the 
one frame on his desk still had 
the stock photo that came with it.  
He must have just moved in the 
office.
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EXT. OUTSIDE - AFTERNOON

Nick is walking with Ahmad and Jud across the university 
quad, and they run into Caroline and Gary.  Gary is in 
work out clothes.  They are standing together, but aren’t 
talking, like they are on display.  Nick, Ahmad, and Jud 
approach.  They are carrying some camera equipment.

CAROLINE
And what to my wondering eyes 
should approach, but my favorite 
trio of cuties.

AHMAD
Hello, mademoiselle.

CAROLINE
Ahmad, you are such a sweetie.  
When is a girl going to snatch you 
up?

AHMAD
Just waiting for the right one to 
come around.  I can afford to be 
choosy right now.

JUD
No you can’t.

Caroline laughs while Gary looks annoyed. Nick rolls his 
eyes and is about to talk, but Jud speaks again.

JUD (CONT’D)
Caroline, I have that work that I 
was helping you with if you want 
to come grab it.

CAROLINE
Jud, you sweetheart, you know you 
don’t have to do that for me, but 
thank you!

JUD
It’s really no problem.

Jud smiles and looks at the ground.

CAROLINE
Oh are you guys working on a 
little movie?

AHMAD
It’s not little...
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NICK
It’s nothing.  Just a project 
we’re doing.  So how have you 
been?

CAROLINE
Nick, actually, can I talk to you 
for a minute?

NICK
Of course.

CAROLINE
(to Gary)

Gary, can you keep these two 
company for a minute?

Gary doesn’t say anything, but pulls his phone out to 
look at an incoming text.  Caroline and Nick separate 
themselves a few steps away from the group.

NICK
What’s going on?

CAROLINE
Oh, nothing too much.  I just... I 
see these new clothes you have on 
and I just don’t want my sweet guy 
to go changing on me.  

NICK
I’m not changing too much.

CAROLINE
Well, you certainly have changed 
since the freshman I knew in high 
school.  I’m sorry we weren’t able 
to keep in touch more.

NICK
I know, I missed you, but we’re 
together now.  We should hang out 
more.

CAROLINE
I’d like that!  But, one other 
thing.  How do you know Jay, 
exactly?

NICK
We just have a class together.  
Nothing too sinister.
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CAROLINE
Nick, don’t go letting him change 
you, ok?

Nick looks questioningly at Caroline.  He looks back at 
his friends and see them trying to talk to Gary, who 
continues to ignore them.

NICK (V.O.)
I couldn’t tell if she was 
implying that she knows Jay better 
than she let on.

NICK
Well, the Caroline I knew would 
never go out with that.

Caroline jokingly slaps Nick on the shoulder and gasps.

CAROLINE
Gary’s nice.  He treats me well.  
And don’t change the subject.  
Just promise you don’t become 
someone like Jay.  We need more 
guys like you.

Caroline smiles and, grabbing Nick’s arm, head back to 
the group.  Nick, Ahmad, and Jud depart together.

JUD
So, are we going to the film 
festival tonight?

NICK
Oh crap, I’m sorry, I told Jay I’d 
go stop by.

AHMAD
Really?  But you love the film 
festival.  You’re going to pass it 
up?

JUD
Let the man have some space.  He’s 
exploring his sexuality.

AHMAD
Well I don’t get it.  Nick used to 
love movies, like last weekend.  
Now he doesn’t even seem to want 
to work on our movie.
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NICK
What?  And I know, I’ve been off.  
The movie’s important to me, but 
we need to try new things 
sometimes.  Why don’t you guys 
come with me?  I’m sure he won’t 
mind.

They don’t answer, but it’s clear they’re considering it.

EXT. JAY’S DRIVEWAY - NIGHT

Nick, Jud, and Ahmad approach Jay’s house, which is a 
large house down a deep driveway.  Ahmad and Jud look in 
awe at the house.

AHMAD
Holy Jesus.

NICK
Yeah.

They see a few people on the front porch drinking wine.  
They look at each other, wondering if they should 
introduce themselves, but continue into the house.  

INT. JAY’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

The door is unlocked.  Nick pushes it open and looks 
around.  The house appears silent.  They continue into 
the living room.  The living room has antique furniture.

JUD
How does someone our age afford 
this?

NICK
I asked myself that same question.

As they look around, they see Jay sleeping on the sofa.  
He has The Great Gatsby open on his chest.  They are 
unsure what to do, but Nick eventually walks over and 
stands over him.  Jay awakes with a start.

JAY
Nick, my good man, are you 
standing over me or am I dreaming?

NICK
You asked me to call, but I 
thought I’d stop by.
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Jay sits up and the book falls in his lap.  He is 
somewhat embarrassed by the book.

JAY
Research.

NICK
You know you were supposed to have 
already read that.

JAY
Is that right?

NICK
To be honest I never actually 
thought you would stoop so low as 
to read.

JAY
It’s a new hobby.  It’s good for 
the soul.

Jay leers around Nick and sees Jud and Ahmad, who 
awkwardly wave.

JAY (CONT’D)
Now, Nick, how come you didn’t 
tell me we have company?

Jay springs up and straightens his hair and shirt.  He 
still has a tie on.  He walks over to them and Nick 
follows.

NICK
Jay, these are my roommates, Jud 
and Ahmad.  Guys, meet Gatsby.

Jay smiles broadly when Nick calls him that.  He shakes 
their hands.

JAY
Nick is too kind to me.  You guys 
are most welcome in my humble 
abode.  Ahmad, that’s an 
interesting name.  From Syria?

AHMAD
Jordan, actually.

JAY
Ah, yes.  Jordan.  A fabulous 
place.

(to Jud)
(MORE)

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 32.



And Jud, sounds like an Oklahoman 
name.

JUD
It is, actually.

Jud is very shy and looks at the ground.

JAY
(to Nick)

Nick, my good man, this calls for 
a celebration.  We must have 
drinks.  What are you fine fellows 
planning for the night?

AHMAD
Actually, we were going to go to 
the film festival.

Nick cringes and Jay looks confused.

JAY
Ok, that’s a definite option.  
Let’s share a Scotch and we’ll see 
where the night takes us.

Jay walks to the liquor cabinet and fills four glasses 
with scotch.  He hands them out.

JUD
I actually don’t drink too much.

JAY
Jud, all life is is drinking, it 
just depends on what you choose to 
consume.  Join me for a night.

Jud relents and takes the glass.  Jay smiles again and 
they bump glasses to cheers.  Jud and Ahmad cringe as 
they drink.  Jay takes it all down.  Nick tries his best 
to keep a straight face, but secretly spits it back in 
the glass.

JAY
I like you guys.  You’re good 
people.  Before we go anywhere, 
though, you both need to assist me 
as I make Nick spectacular.

INT. JAY’S ROOM - LATER

Ahmad and Jud sit drunkenly on Jay’s smoking chairs while 
Jay works on Nick’s suit.

JAY (CONT'D)
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JAY
The suit makes the man, Nick.  
You’ll have to do this for 
yourself one day.

NICK
I don’t know if I can afford these 
nice suits.  How do you afford all 
this stuff, if you don’t mind my 
asking?

JAY
Nick, some people have money, some 
don’t.  It’s how we use what we 
got.  No use discussing it.

NICK (V.O.)
I contemplated pointing out that 
he blatantly sidestepped my 
question, but why bother.  Jay’s 
money was currently my money.  I 
didn’t care that he had a rich 
father or something.  He was 
right.  No use discussing it.

Jay fixes Nick’s tie, looks him up and down, and then 
looks at the two sitting down.

JAY
How about those two?  I don’t 
think they’ll make their film 
festival.  Not a very regal way to 
spend a evening if you ask me.

NICK
Yeah.  Well, they might be content 
just hanging out here if you don’t 
mind.

JAY
My house is for the masses.  And 
I’m very impressed how you’ve 
handled you liquor, good man.

NICK
An old lesson my dad taught me.

JAY
Well I certainly am not one to 
make you indulge in your past.  
Let’s hit the town as only 
gentlemen should.
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Nick contemplates it, feeling slightly guilty.  But he 
looks at Jay, then looks in the mirror, and smiles.

INT. BAR - NIGHT

Jay and Nick are sitting at a table surrounded by several 
people Nick does not know.  They are the center of 
attention, but Jay is doing most of the talking.  There 
are two girls at the table, ASHLEY and DEB.

JAY
So we’re sitting in the box seats, 
dressed to the nines, and my dad 
turns to the usher, dreadful man, 
but good family, and says, bring 
my son here a jersey. 

Everyone laughs.

JAY (CONT’D)
As if I’d wear a jersey over my 
three piece Armani suit.  Oh man, 
only someone like Nick here could 
pull that off.

NICK
That’s because I’d rather wear the 
jersey.

Everyone laughs even louder.

NICK (V.O.)
I couldn’t tell if everyone was 
laughing because I said something 
funny or because I said something 
at all.  I personally think I’m a 
funny person, but I’ve noticed my 
sense of humor is unique.  Jud and 
Ahmad understood it.

JAY
What’d I tell you guys?  A 
revelation.  Nick, what say you, 
good man?

NICK
Another round of Scotch?

JAY
A revelation!  Another round of 
Scotch!

The people at the table cheer.
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NICK (V.O.)
I at first was nervous, but this 
is easy.  There is really nothing 
to it.  Or as Ahmad would say in 
his best Yogi Berra impression, 
ninety percent of baseball is half 
mental.

ASHLEY
So Jay, is Nick here the Nick?

JAY
And what Nick would that be?

DEB
The Nick that Miriam won’t stop 
talking about.

Jay puts his arm around Nick.

JAY
Gentlemen never deliberate on the 
specifics of their gentleness.  

ASHLEY
Well, if it is the same Nick, I’d 
be inclined to tell him Miriam has 
not been the same since.

Jay picks up his drink and takes a sip.  Nick sees him 
see someone across the bar.  Nick looks and sees him 
looking at Caroline, who is in a sundress and standing in 
the middle of several men.

Jay breaks his gaze and looks at Ashley and Deb.

JAY 
(whispering)

A revelation.

Jay begins to slide out of his seat as though he’s going 
to get up.

JAY (CONT’D)
Excuse me my fine friends of 
fashion and commerce.  I will 
return before you can count to 
eight and wiggle your ears.

Jay stands up and heads towards the bar.  Nick sees 
Caroline watch him and then casually walk over to him.  

Caroline’s boyfriend, Gary, watches suspiciously, but 
hears his friend say something and returns to the group.  
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Nick watches as Jay and Caroline converse and does not 
hear the people at his own table talking.

ASHLEY
Right, Nick?

Nick refocuses his attention on Ashley.

NICK
Excuse me?

ASHLEY
Those two are totally in love with 
one another.  I was saying I wish 
they’d just fuck and get it over 
with.

NICK
Excuse me?

ASHLEY
Jay and Caroline.  We’re all sick 
of them pining after each other.  
It’d make our lives easier if 
they’d just do it.

NICK (V.O.)
So they did know one another.  Did 
I fall for Jay’s charms and not 
even realize it was a ruse?  Was 
it all an excuse to get close to 
Caroline since she already had a 
boyfriend?

NICK
Right.

Jay and Caroline begin walking over to the table.  Jay 
makes room for an extra chair and has Caroline sit down.  
He leans over to Nick.

JAY
(whispering)

Nick, don’t forget to invite her 
to our party tomorrow night.

NICK (V.O.)
So it wasn’t random.  He had a 
plan.  Was it sinister, though?  
Him being dishonest didn’t make 
him a bad guy.
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CAROLINE
Nick, how is my favorite guy in 
the entire world?

DEB
(to Caroline)

Wait, you too?

CAROLINE
Me too, what?

The table is silent, but Deb nods approvingly to Nick.  
Nick ignores the comment.

NICK (V.O.)
I seemed to be making the Gatsby 
impression without actually doing 
anything.  My reputation preceded 
me, making the job much easier.

NICK
So, Caroline, are you still 
available to come to Jay’s party 
tomorrow night.

Jay looks shocked, and puts his arm around Nick.

JAY
He means our party.  And everyone 
is of course invited.

Jay motions around the table.

ASHLEY
Wait, Jay you’re having an 
official party?  What’s the 
difference between an official 
party and all of us coming over to 
your house every night?

JAY
Ms. Ashley, an excellent question.  
An official party, such as the 
event planned for tomorrow night, 
is the culmination of a week’s 
worth of planning where the city’s 
finest will congregate and, with a 
little bit of convincing, resolve 
unrequited love.
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NICK
Whereas every other night is a 
time to casually congregate to 
identify potential unrequited love 
interests.

JAY
Nick, my good man, where have you 
been my whole life?

CAROLINE
Well, Nick, I wouldn’t miss it.  
And when can we expect a most 
magnificent gathering at your 
place?

Nick begins to speak, but Jay cuts him off.

JAY
Whoa, Ms. Caroline, let’s not get 
ahead of ourselves.  My friend 
here is content indulging in the 
finest my home has to offer.

NICK (V.O.)
From revelation to threat in under 
a week.  I am impressive.

NICK
Maybe a little later.

CAROLINE
And how is McCaela?

Nick, taking a sip of his drink, chokes on it.

NICK
McCaela?

DEB
Yeah, who’s McCaela?

NICK
She’s just a girl.

JAY
Nonsense.  Nick is too humble for 
his own good.  McCaela is a girl 
who is in love with my friend 
here.  He’s playing it cool.
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CAROLINE
Well if she’s present tomorrow, I 
look forward to engaging her in 
conversation.  I’m sure we’ll be 
great friends.

JAY
Of course she’ll be present, right 
sport?

Nick smiles and nods.  He sees Gary looking for Caroline, 
spot her and then begin to make his way over.  Caroline 
sees the same thing and quickly stands up.  Nick and Jay 
both stand as well.  

Nick pulls out his cell phone and walks the other 
direction as Caroline and Gary meet.  Nick touches Jay’s 
shoulder to let him know he’s walking away.

As Nick walks, he scrolls through his phone and considers 
calling McCaela.  He decides against it, but sends her a 
text.

NICK
(via text)

Not as good as dancing, but want 
to go to a party with me?

He looks at it for a few seconds, but decides against 
sending it.  He puts the phone back in his pocket and 
walks back to his table.  On the way, he sees Professor 
Jameson sitting at a table.  He goes to say hi.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Mr. Carson, my most favorite 
student!

Professor Jameson stands up, but is clearly drunk.   He 
is wearing an old suit, but one that used to be very 
classy.  He is sitting with a woman, LEANN, who laughs at 
Jameson as he stumbles.

NICK
Professor Jameson, what a pleasant 
surprise to see you in such a fine 
establishment.

NICK (V.O.)
Jay’s words coming through my 
mouth.  Gatsby’s confidence 
seeping through me.

Jameson looks delighted and grasps Nick by the shoulder.  
He turns to Leann to introduce them.
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Leann, my wife, my love, my muse, 
this here is Nick, my most 
favorite student.

(to Nick)
Nick, drink in this fine woman, 
but do not indulge, for she is 
with me.  She is my wife.

Nick shakes Leann’s hand while Jameson sips his drink, 
spilling some on his shirt.

NICK
Pleasure.

LEANN
Likewise.  Will you look at this 
drunken, slobbering fool?  Pains 
me that he is the mentor of 
students.

Nick laughs.

NICK (V.O.)
She had a point.  I was definitely 
more of a fan of sober, scholarly 
Professor Jameson than drunken 
Professor Jameson.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
So Nick, who are you gracing with 
your presence?

Jameson spins Nick around to look out at the bar.  They 
see Jay with Ashley, Deb, and a few other men.

NICK
I’m here with Jay.  He’s 
introducing me to some of his 
friends.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
You’re becoming friends with Jay?

NICK
Yeah, I think.  He’s a good guy.  
Definitely likes your class.  
Makes me realize that book might 
have some good life lessons.

Jameson appears to sober up and sips his drink.
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, yes it does.  Is that where 
your performances have been coming 
from?  You’re hanging out with 
Jay, getting into the book?  Did 
Jay set you up with that girl?

NICK
Well, I mean yeah, he set us up on 
a date.  And yeah, you can say 
that might have contributed.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, before I go drunkenly make 
love to my wife, can I give you 
some advice?

NICK
Of course.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Using a book as a guide can be a 
good thing.  Sometimes it can be 
dangerous, though, to take it too 
far.  You’re making good friends, 
that’s excellent, but that 
confidence I’ve seen out of you, 
that was all you.  You don’t need 
to make yourself like Jay over 
there.

NICK (V.O.)
I honestly thought he liked Jay.  
But now I honestly wanted to walk 
away.

NICK
Alright, Sir, advice received.  
Enjoy your sweet love.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Oh I will.  Take care of yourself, 
Nick Carson.

Nick walks back to the table where Jay is sitting and 
picks up a full glass of Scotch.  He drinks the whole 
thing and the table cheers.

NICK (V.O.)
Scotch, I’m learning, helps the 
confidence as well.  
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INT. COFFEE SHOP - MORNING

Nick walks into the same coffee shop where he had coffee 
with McCaela.  He is clearly hung over and has not 
showered, wearing jeans and a T-shirt.  He’s sees McCaela 
sitting with a friend, JOANN, and walks over to their 
table.

NICK
Hi, McCaela.

Nick is clearly nervous and embarrassed.  McCaela is a 
little surprised to see him and annoyed.

MCCAELA
Good morning, Nick.  Looks like 
Jay forgot to dress you this 
morning.

Joann laughs, but Nick ignores it.

NICK
Look, I was hoping I’d find you 
here this morning.  I just wanted 
to say I’m sorry for not calling 
you last night.

MCCAELA
It’s ok, I didn’t really think you 
would.  I’m not really interested 
in games, Nick.

NICK
I know and I’m not playing games.  
I was just... nervous, I guess.

MCCAELA
So you found it less nerve-racking 
to try and track me down at a 
coffee shop than to call me?

NICK (V.O.)
Well when she puts it like that, 
no, no it does not make sense.

NICK
I don’t know.  I guess I wasn’t 
thinking.  Well, I’m sorry I 
interrupted your coffee.  

Nick turns to leave and McCaela and Joann look at each 
other as though having a silent conversation.
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MCCAELA
Nick, wait.

Nick stops and looks at her.

NICK
Yeah?

MCCAELA
What are your plans today?

NICK
My plans?  I, uh, I have something 
to do with my roommates.  And then 
there’s that party at Jay’s.

MCCAELA
At Jay’s?

NICK
Yeah.

MCCAELA
Well, maybe we’ll see you there.

NICK
(elatedly)

That’d be great!  I look forward 
to it.

Nick turns to walk away and has a smile on his face as he 
walks out the door.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Nick, Jud, and Ahmad are in a local park with their video 
equipment.  Jud is setting up a scene, while Ahmad and 
Nick are looking at the camera.

NICK
What are we doing?

AHMAD
This is an important scene.

NICK
That’s not what I mean.

JUD
Hey, how does this look?
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AHMAD
(to Jud)

Yeah that’s good.  Don’t forget it 
has to be from afar so we actually 
pick up on the approach!

(to Nick)
Then what do you mean, Nick?

NICK
I mean, what the hell are we 
doing?  We spend our time making 
movies about college and sex and 
life, but we’re not actually 
living it.  So I mean, what are we 
doing?

Ahmad puts the camera on the ground and kneels down.  He 
looks at some girls setting up some towels on the lawn.  
They’re wearing bikinis.

AHMAD
There’s a saying in my country.

NICK
Oh I don’t give a damn about the 
sayings in your country, Ahmad.

Ahmad looks at Nick and is clearly upset.  Nick realizes 
he offended him, so he kneels down and runs his hand 
through his hair.

NICK (CONT’D)
I’m sorry, I didn’t...

AHMAD
No, it’s fine.  You’ve clearly 
been somewhere else this past 
week, and that’s fine.  But don’t 
crap on our movie.  This is 
important to us.  This is 
important to you.

NICK
I know, I didn’t...

JUD
Hey, guys, let’s get ready.  This 
is just how Nick wrote it!  It’s 
perfect!

Ahmad picks up the camera and begins filming as a few 
guys walk up to the girls and begin hitting on them.
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EXT. PARK - LATER

Nick, Ahmad, and Jud are walking back from the park after 
finishing up the shoot.  Nick is carrying most of the 
equipment.  Ahmad is clearly still looking at the women 
on the lawn.

AHMAD
Nick, remember why we started 
filming in the first place?

NICK
So we could win the Sundance Film 
Festival.

AHMAD
No, it’s so we can get girls like 
that!

Ahmad stops and thrusts both hands at the girls laying 
out in the sun.  Jud stops and looks, but Nick keeps 
walking.  Jud and Ahmad catch up to him after they look 
at the girls a few seconds longer.

NICK
Well, why you guys are locked in 
our basement making the movie, I 
am busy actually getting the girl.

JUD
Girls, actually.

NICK
Thank you, Jud!

AHMAD
Shut up, Jud.  

NICK
And don’t give me that bullshit, 
Ahmad.  The only reason you want 
to finish this is to prove to your 
father that you’re doing great 
things in America so he doesn’t 
send your ass back to Syria.

AHMAD
Jordan.  And Amen, brother.

NICK
I’m just saying, you’re not going 
to get girls from this movie.  You 
might stay in American because of 
it, but you won’t get the girls.
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AHMAD
And getting the girls won’t bring 
your father back, so don’t try to 
play it off like you’re all 
innocent here.  

NICK
Why on earth would I think this 
would bring my father back?

AHMAD
He told you you would never get 
the girl, so I don’t know, you 
want to prove him wrong.

NICK
That’s bullshit.

JUD
So how do we get the girls?

NICK
With confidence!  And with style!  

NICK (V.O.)
And apparently with daddy issues.  
Once again, Jay’s words coming 
through my mouth.  I wanted to 
gag.  But I was drunk on it.

AHMAD
Who are you?

NICK
I’m a guy who’s going to a party 
tonight at Jay’s, and I think you 
both should come with me.

They walk in silence for a few seconds. Ahmad reaches 
over and takes the camera from Nick to help him carry 
stuff. 

AHMAD
It took you long enough to ask us.

NICK
You were waiting for me to ask 
you?

(beat)
Sorry, I didn’t think you wanted 
to go.

AHMAD
And you ditched us last night.

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 47.



NICK
I know.

AHMAD
Are you going to ditch us tonight?

NICK
Almost certainly.

JUD
Seems agreeable.

EXT. JAY’S DRIVEWAY - NIGHT

Nick, Ahmad, and Jud are walking up the driveway to Jay’s 
house.  There are already several people there.  Nick is 
dressed in a suit, while Jud and Ahmad are in sweaters 
and khakis.  Jud is carrying a small video camera.

NICK
Are you guys ready for this?

AHMAD
I was born ready for this.

JUD
In Jordan?

AHMAD
Burkas are hot.

NICK
Amen, brother.

They walk towards the house.

INT. JAY’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Nick, Ahmad, and Jud walk in the house.  Nick leads them 
and Jud begins recording with his camera.  

Several people greet Nick, who begins to separate himself 
from Jud and Ahmad.  There are several girl clad in 
skimpy clothing.

NICK (V.O.)
So this is a party.  Interesting.

Nick sees Jay.  Jay is standing alone fixing himself a 
drink.  He sees Nick and smiles.  He moves to a secluded 
spot in the party, signaling for Nick to follow while 
greeting several people along the way.  
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Nick goes to meet him.  Jay puts his arm around Nick and 
they look out at the party.

JAY
Fashionably late?

NICK
Not intentionally.  Jud needed 
some coaxing.

JAY
Such a revelation.  Did you get 
yourself a drink?

NICK
Not yet.

JAY
Here, take mine.

Jay hands Nick his drink.  They stand in silence and 
continue to look out at the party.

NICK
Are you having a good time?

JAY
I always have a good time.  Do you 
think everyone else is having a 
good time?

NICK
I do.  And it’s your party.  
People always have a good time at 
your parties.

NICK  (V.O.)
I have never been to one of his 
parties and he knows that, but he 
accepts my compliment gratefully.  
I’m sure it’s true regardless.

JAY
You’re right, I throw good 
parties.  McCaela’s here, you 
know.

NICK
Is she?

JAY
She is.  She wants to talk to you.
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NICK
She told you that?

JAY
Nope, but she’s wearing orange.  
She wants to talk to you.

Nick makes a face like he has not idea what that means.

They both see Gary and Caroline walk in.  She looks at 
them both and then turns away.  

A song comes on.  Jay begins to sing the words.  Nick 
begins to sing as well.  After a few lines, a few other 
people begin to sing, but Nick is singing the loudest as 
Jay begins to step away.  

When the song ends, Nick is clearly the center of 
attention.  He looks around for Jay, who puts an arm 
around him.

JAY
What a revelation.

NICK
I can’t believe I did that.  I 
never sing out loud.

JAY
I’ll bet Ms. McCaela heard you run 
this party like a rock star.

NICK
You think?

JAY
Nick, my good man, I really do.  
So, you think Caroline likes my 
house?

NICK
Oh absolutely.

JAY
Yeah?

NICK
It’s hard not to like this house.

JAY
I might go welcome her to the 
party.  You’ll be the man I know 
you are if I leave you to your 
devices?
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NICK
Of course.

JAY
Go be brilliant.

Jay walks away towards Caroline, who sees him coming and 
smiles.  She whispers something to Gary and walks away 
from him.  Jay follows.  

Nick sees McCaela.  They smile at each other.  Nick 
watches as a guy tries to hit on her.  She plays along, 
but clearly to tease Nick.  

She dismisses him and heads towards Nick.

INT. JAY’S ROOM - LATER

Jud is filming Nick and McCaela from afar.  Ahmad is 
watching the scene as though he is directing.  

McCaela is wearing a fashionable dress.  She has wine 
while Nick sips on Scotch.  They are sitting in Jay’s 
smoking chairs.

MCCAELA
So you weren’t going to come 
defend my honor?

NICK
Oh was that a test?  Did I fail?

MCCAELA
Miserably.

NICK
I’ll try to be more of a man next 
time I get the chance.

MCCAELA
And what makes you a man?

NICK
I thought I knew, but it turns out 
it’s a bit more complicated than I 
thought.

MCCAELA
Well, I think you’re doing a good 
job of it.

Jud and Ahmad look at each other as though they’re 
getting great footage.
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NICK
Well it’s easy to be a man around 
a beautiful woman.

McCaela smiles.  A song comes on from the party.  McCaela 
gets very excited and begins to sing along.

MCCAELA
(to Nick)

Come on, sing with me.

NICK
Uh, yeah, I don’t sing.

MCCAELA
You don’t sing?  You just held a 
concert for the party.

NICK
That was in public.  I try not to 
sing for smaller audiences.

MCCAELA
But you asked me to go dancing.

NICK
I did.  It was an odd moment for 
me.

McCaela begins to sing again and stands up.  She takes 
Nick by his hands and gets him to stand up.  

She is dancing and is trying to get him to dance, but he 
is very stiff.  The film keeps rolling.

MCCAELA
(to Nick)

You won’t even sing with me?

NICK (V.O.)
My dad raised me on the old-
fashioned notion that singing and 
tattoos were for fairies.  He 
never clarified if he meant gay 
people or literal fairies, and I 
don’t know why he grouped singing 
together with tattoos, but I 
rarely questioned the logic.

NICK
Well, I suppose if there was 
someone to sing for, it would be 
you.
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McCaela stops dancing, taken aback by the compliment.  
She kisses Nick.  He pulls back momentarily, but then 
kisses her back.

JUD
Got it.

AHMAD
Gold.

Nick and McCaela continue to kiss and begin to move to 
the bed.  

As they begin to take their clothes off, Jud and Ahmad 
sneak off.  

Jay peers in to double check what’s happening, is 
satisfied, and closes the door as he leaves.

INT. JAY’S ROOM - MORNING

Nick wakes up in the silk sheets of Jay’s bed.  McCaela 
is still asleep, naked, with her back to him.  He puts a 
hand on her shoulder, but she doesn’t wake up.  He 
smiles, groggily slides his feet out of bed, and sits up.

NICK (V.O.)
I don’t know what’s more bizarre, 
sleeping with McCaela or waking up 
in Jay’s bed.  I think I would be 
pretty pissed off if I were him.

(looking at McCaela)
Oh my God, I slept with McCaela.  
Am I a slut?

Nick turns to look at McCaela.  He can’t help but smiling 
in excitement.  He quietly stands up, put some clothes 
on, and tip toes out of the room.  He makes his way 
through the house and into the family room.

INT. JAY’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Nick walks into the family room looking very haggard.  He 
is looking if anyone is around.  

The house is empty accept for a woman sitting on the 
couch, reading a magazine.  Nick realizes it’s Caroline.  

She is perfectly made up, as though she has never gone to 
sleep.  She notices him standing there and perks up.  She 
puts the magazine down and pats on the couch next to her.  
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Nick goes to sit next to her.

CAROLINE
Good morning, you stud.

NICK
Good morning.  I didn’t expect to 
see you here.

CAROLINE
Yeah, well, that’s fair.

NICK
Where’s Mr. Gatsby?

CAROLINE
He’s still sleeping.

She blushes, as though realizing she just admit that she 
slept with him.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
He doesn’t sleep much, so I 
thought I would leave him be.

NICK
I’m sorry I took his bed last 
night.  I can’t believe how rude 
and disgusting that is on my part.

CAROLINE
Are you kidding?  He couldn’t be 
more proud of you.  He wouldn’t 
shut up about it.  But come on, 
details.   How was it?

NICK
It, it was... It was amazing.

NICK (V.O.)
I said it out loud and realized it 
was true.  McCaela isn’t like 
Miriam.  She’s perfect.  I wonder 
if she’ll think the same thing 
when she wakes up.

CAROLINE
Nick, I’m so happy for you.  You 
deserve to be happy.

NICK
Thank you.
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CAROLINE
Want some coffee?  I have a pot 
on.

NICK
That would be great.

They both get up and walk to the kitchen.  

Despite offering Nick the coffee, Caroline goes to sit at 
a table and waits for Nick to get it for her.  Nick 
willfully obliges and pours two cups of coffee.  He goes 
to join her at the table.

CAROLINE
Nick, I know I’ve never said this, 
but I am so sorry about your 
father.  I should have been more 
of a friend to you.

NICK
No, are you kidding?  Don’t be 
ridiculous.  I appreciate it, but, 
he was an alcoholic.  They tend to 
have complications.

CAROLINE
I’m still very sorry.

They sip their coffee, fighting the awkward conversation.

NICK
So why is a pretty girl like you 
up and making coffee for herself 
while Jay sleeps?

CAROLINE
Oh, I have bad dreams sometimes.  
Or bad memories, however you want 
to say it.

NICK
What was it?

CAROLINE
You’re going to think this is so 
stupid.

She attempts to be proper and sit up straight, but begins 
to get comfortable.  She hunches over on her elbows.

NICK
I absolutely could never think 
anything you do is stupid.
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NICK (V.O.)
I like Caroline, but everything 
she does is stupid.  It’s almost 
endearing.

CAROLINE
Well, in high school I always had 
this fantasy of being asked to the 
prom in a certain way.  You know, 
like a princess.  Well, I’m sure 
you remember Marco Anderson?

NICK (V.O.)
How could I forget.  He beat me up 
everyday.

NICK
Vaguely.

CAROLINE
Well, he just kind of assumed we 
were going together.  He never 
really asked me.  Felt more like a 
prostitute than a princess.  I 
don’t know why, but that always 
haunts me.

NICK
I’m so sorry, I never knew that.

CAROLINE
I don’t exactly tell a lot of 
people.  Every girl wants it, 
though, to be treated like a 
princess.

NICK
To be fair, your father is 
slightly intimidating, if I 
remember correctly.

CAROLINE
Oh yes, my father.  Scared off 
more than one of my men.  Hell, he 
scared Jay off.

Nick sips his coffee before realizing what she said.  He 
looks at her, telling her to explain.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
Oh, right, you probably didn’t 
know that part of my life.
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NICK
What part of your life is that?

CAROLINE
The part of my life with Jay.

NICK
So you guys did know each other.

Caroline looks ashamed.

CAROLINE
We knew each other.  Jay...  My 
father never approved of him.  Too 
poor and without prospects. He was 
larger than life when I met him.  
But, he couldn’t handle my father 
rejecting him.  And I swear when 
my father rejected him, he thought 
I rejected him.  So one day I went 
to the restaurant where he worked, 
and he wasn’t there.  He was gone.

Caroline wipes a tear off her cheek.

CAROLINE (CONT’D)
You know, he was completely broke 
when we knew each other, but he 
was larger than life.  Now, he’s 
this creature of fortune, always 
pretending to be a roaring fire 
when he’s nothing but a vanishing 
flame.

NICK
Yet here you are.

Caroline looks at Nick with anger, but realizes he is 
right.  She sighs.

CAROLINE
Yet here I am.  I love him, what 
can I say.  He just can’t love 
himself.

NICK
Well, I think that roaring fire is 
still in him, mainly because of 
you.

CAROLINE
Nick, always the sweetheart.  
Don’t be too impressed with him.  

(MORE)
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You’re more of a man than he’ll 
ever be.

NICK
I like him.  I think he means 
well.

CAROLINE
Yes, he does.  But he was poor.  
And he couldn’t get over it.

NICK
He’s certainly not poor now.  
Where’d he get all this money?

CAROLINE
Well there in lies the question, 
doesn’t it?  But he has it.  And 
he likes to use it.  He likes to 
use it on other people, especially 
the ones he thinks he can prey on.

NICK (V.O.)
Ouch.  That one hurt.

Caroline sees Nick react to her comment.  She rolls her 
eyes and puts her hand on his shoulder.

CAROLINE
I don’t mean you, Nick.  You’re 
actually the first person I think 
Jay has ever actually liked.  I 
actually can’t believe he didn’t 
tell you we went to high school 
together.

NICK
I know, me neither.

They sit in silence for a moment.  Nick sips his coffee.

CAROLINE
McCaela likes you, you know.  
Don’t screw that up.

Nick doesn’t answer, but he smiles and rolls his eyes.

NICK
Speaking of which, what happened 
to my roommates?

CAROLINE (CONT'D)
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CAROLINE
I had Gary drive them home.  They 
were drunk and filming people.  It 
was weird.

NICK
They mean well.  You had Gary 
drive them home?

CAROLINE
I did.  And then I slept with Jay.

NICK
(smiling)

If I cooked some breakfast, would 
you want some?

CAROLINE
(smiles deviously)

Yes.

They stand up together and begin rummagin through the 
kitchen.

INT. FAMILY ROOM - LATER

Nick walks into the family room where Ahmad and Jud are 
working on the movie.  Ahmad looks irritated, but Jud 
gets excited when Nick shows up.

JUD
So, how’d it go?

NICK
How’d what go?

Nick sits on the couch and looks at the editing.

JUD
McCaela!  Did you, you know?

Nick smiles.  He tries to play it cool, but can’t contain 
his excitement.

NICK
We totally did and it was the most 
amazing night of my life.  I’ll be 
honest, Jay might be on to 
something.

AHMAD
What, being fake?
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NICK
Yeah, exactly.  Why be yourself 
when you can put on a show and get 
the girl?

AHMAD
Horse shit.  You’re not putting on 
a show.  That’s who you are.

Ahmad let’s the movie play and it shows Nick talking with 
McCaela.

NICK
You filmed me?

AHMAD
Of course we filmed you.  We’re 
making a documentary on college 
and sex and all the bullshit that 
goes into it.  Remember?  It was 
your idea.  That...

He points to the movie.

AHMAD (CONT’D)
That is exactly what we’re after.  
You gave us some of the best 
footage we have.

NICK
You had no right to film me.  I’m 
part of this project.

AHMAD
(holding a finger up)

Were part of this project.  Now 
you’re part of all that.  That was 
your choice.  Remember, Jay is on 
to something?

NICK
I brought you guys out last night 
because I thought you’d have fun.

AHMAD
Oh thank you for your charity!  
But you clearly want to spend time 
with Jay and humor his Gatsby 
fantasy.  That’s  you.  

JUD
Guys, let’s just work on the 
movie.  Nick, Ahmad is right, this 
is good stuff.  

(MORE)
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Ahmad, Nick has a right to go out 
and have fun.  Don’t be jealous 
about that.

AHMAD
Jealous!

NICK
Of course you’re jealous.  And you 
know what?  You know why I like 
Jay?  He doesn’t get jealous when 
something good happens to me.  
He’s happy for me.

AHMAD
Then go hang out with Jay.  We’re 
busy working on this.  

NICK
Fine, maybe I will.

AHMAD
Good.  

Nick waits a second then stands up and walks out.

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick is standing naked in his bathroom.  He is staring at 
himself in the mirror.  Next to the sink is a brand new 
bottle of cologne.  Nick picks it up and looks at it.

NICK (V.O.)
I’ve never worn cologne before.  
This is apparently expensive.

Nick puts the cologne down.

NICK (V.O.)
My dad was never in love.  He 
never experienced the true passion 
of a woman.  McCaela gave that to 
me.  Jay gave that to me.  There’s 
no going back.  Ahmad wants me to 
make a choice.  My choice is made.

Nick squirts himself with the cologne.

JUD (CONT'D)
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INT. JAY’S DRIVEWAY - DAY

Nick walks up to Jay’s house.  Jay is sitting on his 
front porch smoking a cigar and reading the newspaper.  
He takes his cigar out and smiles when Nick approaches.

JAY
Nick, my good man, my day just got 
a little sunnier.

NICK
How are you, Mr. Gatsby?

JAY
May our day continue to be but a 
scripted play of heaven.  Have a 
seat.

Nick takes a seat next to him.

NICK
Jay, I need some clothes.  And I 
need a place to stay.

Jay smokes his cigar, then looks at Nick.

JAY
Well I’m your guy.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - DAY

Nick and Jay approach McCaela who is sitting alone 
drinking coffee.  Nick and Jay are both wearing retro 
suits.  McCaela is very excited to see Nick.

MCCAELA
Hi.

She stands up and kisses Nick.  The she sees Jay.

MCCAELA (CONT’D)
Oh, and hi, Jay.

(to Nick)
You brought Jay to our coffee 
spot.

NICK
Yeah, my man needed some coffee 
too.  How are you?

All three sit down.
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MCCAELA
I’m fine.  No offense, I was kind 
of hoping we’d have breakfast by 
ourselves and talk about things. 
No offense, Jay.

JAY
Oh none taken, my fine lady.

NICK
We’ll talk, but all is good right 
now.

MCCAELA
So I see you went with your Sunday-
morning best?

NICK
Oh this old thing?  Just trying o 
keep up appearances.

JAY
You’d think he’d been this stylish 
his whole life, but he’s just a 
natural.

MCCAELA
Yeah, I guess so.  I kind of liked 
the old Nick, though, with bad 
jeans and flannel.

Nick and Jay laugh.

NICK
Want to order some breakfast?

MCCAELA
I actually ordered you a tea, 
because I know you like that.

NICK
(to Jay)

And that’s why she is the greatest 
girl in the entire world.

JAY
No argument here.

MCCAELA
Speaking of great girls, what’s 
going on with you and Caroline, 
Jay?

Jay is caught off guard and loses his smile.
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JAY
Caroline is a fine woman and Gary 
is very lucky to be her man.

McCaela rolls her eyes.  Miriam walks in and spots Nick.  
She walks over.

MIRIAM
Hi, Nick!  You never called.  I 
was sad.

NICK
Oh, hi, Miriam.  Right, I was 
going to...

McCaela sits up and takes Nick’s hand.

MCCAELA
Who’s this, Nick?

NICK
This is a friend of mine.

JAY
Actually, she’s a very good friend 
of mine.

(to Miriam)
How are you darling?

Jay stands up and kisses her on the cheek.

MIRIAM
I’m very good, Jay, thanks for 
asking.  Well I clearly 
interrupted your breakfast, but 
just wanted to say hi.

(to Nick)
Nick, you look as dashing as ever.  
I am loving the suit.  If you are 
still going to call, but possibly 
lost the number, here’s my number 
again.

Miriam takes Nick’s hand from McCaela and writes her 
number on it.  She then waves and walks away.  Nick 
watches and then looks back at McCaela, who is glaring.

MCCAELA
And who was that?

NICK
Just a girl.  We all have 
histories, right?
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MCCAELA
I guess, and I’m going to be 
awesome about this.

NICK
I know you are.

McCaela smiles at Nick and takes his hand back, then she 
licks her fingers and wipes the number off his hand.  
Nick laughs, but appears more genuine.

MCCAELA
Ah, there you are.  It’s nice to 
see you Mr. Carson.

INT. CLASS ROOM - MORNING

A student is reading her prepared speech.  Jay looks on 
attentively.  Nick is practically asleep, but is in a 
suit.  McCaela looks at Nick with concern.  The student 
finishes.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Brilliant, thank you.

(to Nick)
Mr. Carson, what’d you think?

Nick snaps out of his stupor and sits up.

NICK
Umm, I thought it was good.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Come on, elaborate.  How’d it make 
you feel?

NICK (V.O.)
Like I drank a bottle of whiskey 
and got hit across the face with a 
baseball bat.  I don’t know how I 
never realized that drinking is 
far more fun than class.

NICK
You know, I, uh, I don’t know.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
You don’t know?  Mr. Carson, the 
man who has embodied The Great 
Gatsby with such conviction, 
cannot summon his inner genius 
whilst passed out in his chair?
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Nick looks at McCaela who is disappointed in him.

NICK
No, I guess not.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
And Ms. Griffins, are you as 
equally oblivious to the world 
around you, or are you willing to 
share your thoughts with the 
class?

MCCAELA
Disappointment.  I think she was 
conveying disappointment.   Gatsby 
was disappointed in the life he 
had, and I think she was drawing 
on that.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes!  Exactly!  But isn’t that the 
beauty of life?  When we’re lost 
and disappointed, we can project 
ourselves onto someone else.  We 
can literally change our very 
being, for better or worse, and 
from this image grows a completely 
unique persona that can never 
replicate what we once were.  Well 
done.

Nick looks at McCaela who can’t help but smile back.

CUT TO:

EXT. OUTSIDE - LATER

Nick and McCaela are walking across the university quad.

MCCAELA
What’s going on with you?

NICK
Jay and I stayed up late.  He took 
me through the many intricacies of 
Scotch tasting.  I forgot to spit 
them out afterwards.

MCCAELA
You were up late with Jay?
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NICK
Yeah, I meant to tell you this.  
I’m staying at his house.  I kind 
of had a falling out with Ahmad.

MCCAELA
Nick, you cannot live with Jay.  
He’ll destroy you.

NICK
He’s not destroying me.  We’re 
just having some fun.

MCCAELA
Are you sure?

NICK
Yes.  I’m positive.

They stop walking and Nick takes her hands.

MCCAELA
Because I kind of like you and I 
don’t want you to be destroyed.

NICK
Well I more than like you.

MCCAELA
Am I allowed to come over whenever 
I want even when you’re at Jay’s.

NICK
Especially when I’m at Jay’s.

He smiles and kisses her.

MCCAELA
What do you want to do today?

NICK
I want to learn something new 
about you and forget that debacle 
in class.

MCCAELA
Aw, that’s so sweet.

Nick swings her around to face him.

NICK
Well, I kind of like you.
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MCCAELA
(smiling)

I kind of like you too, especially 
the old you.  Where are those cute 
jeans you used to wear.

NICK
You mean the jeans you never 
noticed me in?  A thing of the 
past.

MCCAELA
(with a sad face)

That’s too bad.

NICK
So how about it?  You know me as a 
guy who used to wear old jeans.  
Gonna let me in on one of your 
secrets.

MCCAELA
That can be arranged.

CUT TO:

EXT. HIDDEN POND - DAY

Nick and McCaela are sitting next to a pond.

NICK
This place is amazing.  It’s so 
peaceful.  I didn’t even know it 
existed.

MCCAELA
I know.  Not many people do.

NICK
Do you come here a lot?

MCCAELA
It’s kind of my spot.

NICK
Aw, you brought me to your spot?

MCCAELA
Yes.  You should feel special, 
I’ve never brought anyone here.

NICK
I do feel special.
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McCaela puts her head on his shoulder.

MCCAELA
My dad used to bring me down here.  
He would read to me.  He’d read 
Frost and Hemingway and then I’d 
recite them back.

NICK
Your dad used to read Hemingway to 
you?

MCCAELA
Yep.  It’s one of the only things 
I remember about him.

NICK
That’s a good memory.  Better than 
any memory I have about my dad.

MCCAELA
You don’t talk much about him.

NICK
There’s nothing to say.  He didn’t 
beat me or anything, he just 
wasn’t around.  And then he died.  
We certainly never had a pond.

MCCAELA
(after a pause)

Thanks for coming with me.

NICK
Thanks for bringing me.  So what 
comes after the pond?

MCCAELA
After?  After, we go dancing!

CUT TO:

MONTAGE - VARIOUS

A) INT. DANCE CLUB - NIGHT - Nick, McCaela, Jay, and 
Caroline are all out dancing together having fun.

B) INT. JAY’S HOUSE - NIGHT - Nick is center of attention 
while McCaela tries to talk to him, but is unable to.

C) INT. BEDROOM AT JAY’S HOUSE - MORNING - Nick and 
McCaela are in bed.
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D) INT. CLASSROOM - MORNING - Nick is falling asleep in 
class.

E) EXT. HIDDEN POND - DAY - Nick is reading to McCaela.

F) EXT. CAMPUS QUAD - Nick and McCaela are walking.  Nick 
is greeted by several people.  McCaela is annoyed.

G) INT. Nick and McCaela are laughing together in the 
park.  Nick is in jeans.  McCaela gets frustrated when 
Jay shows up.

END OF MONTAGE

INT. CLASS ROOM - MORNING

Nick, McCaela, and Jay are sitting in class.  Professor 
Jameson enters and takes his seat.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Good morning my esteemed students.  
What is on the docket on this fine 
day?

No one speaks.  Nick is dozing off.

PROFESSOR JAMESON (CONT’D)
Right, my elusive memory has once 
more returned to perform its 
duties.  Mr. Carson, my fine man, 
I don’t suppose you have your 
speech prepared?  I am sitting on 
pins and needles in anticipation.

McCaela elbows Nick in the ribs.

PROFESSOR JAMESON (CONT’D)
Your assignment, Nick?

NICK (V.O.)
The assignment?  What assignment?  
Great, he’s probably going to 
blame this on me as well.

NICK
Huh?  Um, no, Sir, I’m sorry.  

PROFESSOR JAMESON
No?  And to what life or death 
excuse can we attribute your 
failure?

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 70.



NICK
I just, I guess I just have a lot 
going on.

JAY
Actually, Sir, I can take the 
blame for this one.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Mr. Gayson, the noble savior.  It 
was your fault?

Jay smiles broadly.

JAY
Indeed, Sir.  The honorable Nick 
put my interests ahead of his own.  
He put my mental health at a 
higher importance than his work.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Well, honorable indeed.  But 
perhaps we should discuss this a 
bit.  Class, please sound off.  
Was the Great Gatsby at fault for 
corrupting the mind of the woeful 
Mr. Carraway?  Or is Mr. Carraway 
at fault for mindlessly following 
the Great Gatsby like a lemming 
fully conscious of his 
intransigence?

JAY
Intransigence?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, Mr. Gayson, intransigence.  
Uncompromisingly stubborn in his 
refusal to abandon his pursuit of 
wealth and popularity at the 
expense of his morals.

Jay looks annoyed and stares at his copy of the book.

NICK (V.O.)
It was the first time I’d seen Jay 
speechless.  I had yet to see him 
even allow the public to see his 
irritation.  It was the first 
crack I’ve seen in the facade.

MCCAELA
Professor Jameson?
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, Ms. Griffins?

MCCAELA
I think Carraway is to blame.  
Gatsby is clearly a sad, lonely 
man looking for affection.  
Carraway is smart, but he’s been 
duped by a fake friendship.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Excellent insight.  I agree 
completely.

(to Nick)
Nick, office hours today.

Nick glares at McCaela, then looks back at Jameson.

NICK
Sure.

INT. JAMESON’S OFFICE - LATER

Nick is sitting in Professor Jameson’s office.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
That was quite a performance 
today.  I’m getting dizzy with 
your personalities.  Actually, 
should I have you clarify who you 
are at the moment?

NICK
I’m just Nick.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, what’s going on?  You have 
to tell me.  You have so much 
promise and it’s like the life has 
been sucked out of you.

NICK
Sucked out of me?  No, injected 
into me.  Maybe I’ve just never 
had anyone show me what’s 
important before.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
What’s important.  And who might 
have done that?  Jay?

NICK
Yes, Jay.

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 72.



PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, you need to know something 
about Jay.

NICK
Oh please don’t start.  All anyone 
wants to say anymore is how he’s a 
nice guy, but stay away from him.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, do you realize that Jay is 
not really a student at this 
institution?

NICK
Excuse me?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Jay Gayson never graduated from 
high school.  He came into a large 
sum of money, I think through 
gambling or something, and was 
able to make a sizable donation to 
the school.  So we allow him to 
audit our courses.  That’s it.  I 
mean, has he ever told you about 
his past?  Or about who he is?

NICK (V.O.)
Is it possible Jay is not really a 
student?  Did I even care?  Jay 
was so convincing having parties 
and throwing his money around, I 
don’t think anyone bothered to ask 
him who he was.  Except Caroline.  
Caroline knows him.  Then that’s 
why he’s auditing.  He followed 
Caroline.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Listen, you don’t need to answer 
me.  I just need you to be aware.  
Now tell me, are you done with 
school?  Or do you want to pass 
your classes?

NICK
Of course I want to pass my 
classes.
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Good.  Because I’m such an amazing 
professor, I’ll give you one more 
chance.  Next week, you better 
dazzle me.

Nick nods.

EXT. JAY’S DRIVEWAY - LATER

Nick drives up to Jay’s house.  Jay is talking on his 
front porch to a man in a suit.  

When Nick opens the car door and steps out, the man hands 
Jay an envelope and walks away.  Nick approaches Jay.

NICK
Who was that?

JAY
Nick, my good man, that was an old 
friend who likes to visit me 
occasionally.

NICK
That was a friend?

JAY
More of a business acquaintance.  
I used to do some work for him.  
Sometimes he has some royalties 
for me.

Jay turns to walk in the house.

JAY (CONT’D)
Come on in, have a drink with me.

NICK
Not today, Jay.

Jay stops and turns around.

JAY
Excuse me?

NICK
Jay, I need to know what the hell 
is going on?

JAY
In what way?

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 74.



NICK
You need to be honest with me.  
Are you actually a student here?

JAY
(rolling his eyes)

It appears Jameson has a big 
mouth.  No big deal, you were 
bound to find out sooner or later.  
Come on, let’s have a drink.

NICK
No, first tell me what the hell is 
going on.  You’re not a real 
student, you have a ton of money 
that you spend without a second 
thought, and you have weird 
business acquaintances that look 
like they’re from the mob.  Who 
are you?

JAY
Nick, some business is mine.  
You’re a good friend, let’s leave 
it at that.  Drink?

Nick doesn’t move.

JAY (CONT’D)
Maybe another time.

Jay looks upset, but turns and walks in the house.  He 
closes the door behind him.  Nick turns and heads back to 
his car.  He gets in.

NICK (V.O.)
Do I forgive him?  Should I care?  
What am I supposed to do now?  
What would Jay do?  What would 
Gatsby do?

INT. FAMILY ROOM - LATER

Nick walks in his family room.  Ahmad and Jud are sitting 
on the couch.

JUD
Hey, Nick!

NICK
Hey, Jud.  Ahmad.  Mind if I come 
in?

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 75.



JUD
Of course!

Nick moves to the couch.

NICK
So how have things been?

JUD
Not bad.  We’re almost there with 
the movie.  We just need an end.

AHMAD
It’s a little hard without the 
writer.

NICK
That’s great.  And I know.  Look, 
I’ll just be honest.  I’m sorry 
how we left things.  I feel bad 
about moving out.  I’d like to 
move back in.

AHMAD
Why would we want you to move back 
in?

NICK
Because I have the end.

Jud and Ahmad look at each other.

JUD
Really?

NICK
Picture this: we have a party.  
What better way to end a 
documentary about superficial 
college life than a dork who tried 
to be cool throwing a party for 
the entire school?

AHMAD
So, you’re aware of what you’ve 
become?

NICK
Fully.

JUD
I love it.  That’s a great idea.
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AHMAD
I don’t know.  I don’t see why we 
should trust you.

JUD
Oh shut up, Ahmad.  You know we’re 
going to do it.  Can we skip this 
awkward part?

AHMAD
When?

NICK
This weekend.

AHMAD
What would the theme be?

Nick thinks for a second.

NICK
Easy.  Gatsby.  And you’re both 
dressing up.

CUT TO:

INT. FAMILY ROOM - NIGHT

Nick’s house is decorated in elaborate decorations from 
the 1920s.  

Nick, Jud, and Ahmad are all dressed in three-piece suits 
with pocket watches and top hats.  

Ahmad and Jud are standing in a position to overlook the 
party.  

Nick is greeting the few dozen people drinking Scotch and 
champagne.  

Jay, Caroline, McCaela, and Gary all enter.  Nick sees 
them and approaches.

NICK
(bowing)

Welcome to my humble abode.

JAY
Nick, my good man, I have to say, 
I was a bit skeptical, but this is 
spectacular.
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NICK
(to McCaela)

Ms. Griffins.

MCCAELA
Mr. Carson.

They smile and kiss.

CAROLINE
You two are absolutely to die for.  
How did you get so cute?  It’s 
almost as though you’re just meant 
to be.

Nick pulls McCaela close to him.

NICK
I happen to agree.  Did you four 
all come together.

GARY
No.  What does that mean?

CAROLINE
Now now, Gary.

JAY
Gary drove the lovely Caroline and 
I thought you would appreciate it 
if I ensured safe passage to your 
beautiful lady.  And if I have 
forgotten so far, you both look 
absolutely ravishing.

MCCAELA
Thank you, Mr. Gatsby.

JAY
Look who’s coming around!

A professional PHOTOGRAPHER walks over.

PHOTOGRAPHER
Can I take all of your picture?

JAY
Snap away, good sir.

He takes a picture.  The picture has Nick with his arm 
around McCaela, Gary with his arm around Caroline, and 
Caroline grasping Jay’s coattail. 
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NICK
Ladies, there is champagne, wine, 
or whatever else you might like.

CAROLINE
Oh, champagne, come on, McCaela, 
let’s get some.

She grabs McCaela’s hand and they run off.

NICK
Gary, I forgot to welcome you.

They shake hands.

GARY
A beautiful home.  I almost didn’t 
come, but I’m trying to make an 
effort to befriend more of 
Caroline’s friends.

NICK
How kind.

JAY
(to Gary)

Excuse us.

Jay takes Nick away and they walk slowly.

NICK
So what do you think?

JAY
Nick, how the hell did you pay for 
all of this?

NICK
Years of saved paychecks from part 
time jobs.

JAY
If you need any help, just let me 
know.  Actually, here...

He goes to grab his wallet.

NICK
No, Jay, this is on me.  You just 
sit back and enjoy.  

JAY
Look, I’m sorry about how we left 
things.  I’m sorry I lied.

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 79.



NICK
Me too.  You were right.  
Sometimes your business is not our 
business.  Scotch?

JAY
If you insist.

NICK (V.O.)
Everything is perfect.

MONTAGE - VARIOUS

A) INT. KITCHEN - LATER - Nick is preparing drinks in his 
kitchen and handing them to guests.  McCaela stands by 
him while Jay looks on approvingly.

B) INT. FAMILY ROOM - LATER - Ahmad and Jud are filming 
Gary trying to kiss Caroline.

C) INT. Nick and McCaela are drunk and dancing.

D) INT. ENTRYWAY - LATER - Nick is introducing more 
guests.  Miriam enters.  Nick awkwardly greets her.  
McCaela sees.

E) INT. NICKS’S BEDROOM - LATER - Jay and Caroline are 
kissing.

END OF MONTAGE

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick exits the bathroom.  Miriam is waiting for him.

MIRIAM
Hi, Nick.  You were supposed to 
call me.

NICK
Miriam!  I was indeed.  My 
sincerest of apologies.

MIRIAM
You can make it up to me.

NICK
The thing is, Miriam, I am in this 
relationship and I’m really quite 
happy with it.
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MIRIAM
We’ll see.

She steps towards him and kisses him.  He puts his hands 
on her shoulders to push her away, but doesn’t.  McCaela 
enters the room.

MCCAELA
Oh, sorry.  Oh, Nick?

Nick and Miriam stop kissing.  Nick pushes her away.

NICK
McCaela, this is not what it looks 
like.

MCCAELA
It looks like you’re kissing 
another girl!

NICK
It does, but I swear, she kissed 
me.

MCCAELA
You seemed to be pretty happy 
about it.

MIRIAM
He was.

McCaela storms out of the room.  Nick follows her.

FAMILY ROOM - CONTINUOUS

Nick grabs McCaela’s arm.  She stops.

NICK
McCaela, please.

MCCAELA
What?  What can you possibly have 
to say to me?

The people at the party begin to watch.  Jay and Caroline 
make their way over to them.  Ahmad and Jud are filming.

NICK
What happened in there, what you 
saw, it wasn’t real.  It wasn’t 
me.  It was an accident.

MCCAELA
An accident!
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Nick looks around, realizing they’re making a scene.

NICK
Yes.  Can we please go talk about 
it?

MCCAELA
No.  I do not want to talk to you, 
Nick!  I am in love with you and I 
have stood by you through whatever 
mid-life crisis transformation you 
have been going through.  But this 
is too much.  I won’t stand by you 
when you cheat on me.

NICK
I didn’t cheat on you!  I love you 
too!  And this transformation is 
the only reason you noticed me in 
the first place.

MCCAELA
No, Nick, it’s the only reason you 
noticed yourself.

Nick looks at Ahmad, who uses his hand to tell him to 
keep going.  McCaela turns and walks away.

NICK
(to Caroline)

Will you go talk to her please!

Caroline puts her hands up in defense and walks after 
McCaela.

CAROLINE
McCaela, wait up!

Jay approaches Nick as the party disperses.

JAY
(to the party)

Alright, show’s over.  Go about 
your boozy indulgence and 
salacious dancing.

(to Nick)
I’m sorry, my man.

NICK
Why are you sorry?

Miriam walks past them and puts her hand to her ear, 
telling Nick to call her.
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JAY
Because I introduced you to that 
conniving temptress.

NICK
You don’t even know what happened.

JAY
I can guess.  You wouldn’t cheat 
on McCaela.  She’ll come to 
realize that when she sobers up.

NICK
I guess I should have called 
Miriam.

JAY
Hell hath no fury, it is true.

NICK
What do I do now?

JAY
We go check if Caroline was 
successful.  And if not, we double 
down on this party.

CUT TO:

EXT. NICK’S FRONT PORCH - MOMENTS LATER

Nick and Jay enter from the front door, followed by Ahmad 
and Jud.  McCaela is crying on Caroline’s shoulder. Ahmad 
and Jud move to a position to film discreetly.

NICK
McCaela?

McCaela lifts her head.

MCCAELA
Please don’t talk to me, Nick.  
Not right now.

CAROLINE
Maybe you should hear him out.  
Nick would never do anything to 
hurt you.

MCCAELA
Please don’t.  I just want to go 
home.
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JAY
This was entirely my fault, 
McCaela.  But Nick, if it’s 
alright with you, maybe Caroline 
and I can drive McCaela home.

MCCAELA
Would you?

They all look at Nick.

NICK
Yeah, of course, maybe that’s best 
for now.

Gary and GARY’S FRIEND emerge from the shadows.

GARY
Why would you need Caroline to go 
with you?

They are all startled and look at Gary.

CAROLINE
Gary, he just meant since we’re 
friends with McCaela.

GARY
That’s not what he meant.  This 
has all been part of his plan.  
Maybe you’ve been too stupid or 
too nice to notice.

JAY
Hey, don’t talk to her like that.

GARY
Or what?

JAY
Or nothing.  I just think we’re at 
this beautiful party, no need to 
talk to such a beautiful woman in 
such an ugly manner.

GARY
Are you calling me ugly?

JAY
Yes, Gary, that is exactly the 
point I was trying to convey.

Gary punches Jay, who falls over.  Caroline moves in 
front of Gary and Gary’s friend restrains him.

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 84.



GARY
(to Caroline)

Are you defending him?

Jay gets up slowly, rubbing his cheek.

CAROLINE
Yes, please just go away, Gary!

GARY’S FRIEND
Come on, Gary, let’s get out of 
here.

Gary hesitates, but then decides to leave.  Caroline 
helps Jay stand.

NICK
Are you ok?

JAY
Never better, my good man.  
Believe me, I’ve had worse.  The 
trick is to just kind of fall.

CAROLINE
Jay, I’m so sorry.  Come on, let’s 
take McCaela home.

JAY
Yeah, that’s a good idea.

(to Nick)
Sorry for the unnecessary 
excitement.

NICK
Are you sure you don’t want a 
drink?

JAY
Not tonight.  But your girl is in 
good hands.

Jay, Caroline, and McCaela walk away.  

McCaela looks back at Nick, but doesn’t stop.  

As Jay rubs his face, he hands Caroline the keys.  

Nick sits on a chair on the front porch.  

A random man walks out with some friends and points at 
Nick.
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RANDOM MAN
That’s the guy who cheated on 
McCaela, fucking moron.  Come on, 
let’s see if the Jay guy is having 
people over.

Ahmad and Jud continue filming Nick sitting in the chair.  
Nick looks at the camera.  There is noticeably no voice 
over.

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - MORNING

Nick is asleep.  Jay is sitting in a chair in his room 
watching him.  He is wearing the same clothes as the 
night before.

JAY
Nick.

Nick awakes with a startle and sees Jay.

NICK (V.O.)
Am I dreaming.  Am I still asleep?  
Is Jay watching me?

NICK
Jay?

JAY
You’re very peaceful when you 
sleep.  You seem very at peace.

NICK
What are you doing?  Why are you 
watching me sleep?  I am at my 
house, right?

JAY
Bad night, last night.  Bad night.

NICK
Yeah, awful.  I think my party 
throwing days are over.

JAY
Your party was perfect.  It lived 
up to the expectant pomp and 
beauty that I would expect from 
you.  I’m proud of you.

Nick puts his head down for a second.
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NICK
Jay, are you in the same clothes 
as last night?

JAY
Nick, my good man, don’t ever 
forget what I have done for you.  
Four, five months ago, you 
wouldn’t have recognized that.

NICK
Why are you in the same clothes as 
last night?

JAY
Get dressed.  Meet me outside.

Jay stands up and walks out of the room.

EXT. NICK’S FRONT PORCH - MOMENTS LATER

Jay is sitting in a chair on the porch.  He is drinking a 
Scotch.  Nick takes the seat next to him.

JAY
Something happened last night, 
Nick.  It’ll change things.

NICK
What happened?

JAY
We were driving, and I hit 
someone.  I think I killed him.

NICK (V.O.)
He’s right.  This will change 
things.  Am I in shock?  I can 
barely even register what he said 
to me.

JAY
We already dropped McCaela off.  I 
spent the night with Caroline, 
protecting her.

NICK
Protecting her?

JAY
She was scared.  I just killed 
someone.
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NICK
What are you going to do now?

JAY
I’ll have to turn myself in.  The 
evidence will get back to me.

Nick takes a moment to think about the story.  He has a 
memory of Jay handing Caroline the keys.  He settles back 
in his chair as though he has tumbled upon something 
significant and doesn’t know what to do.

NICK
There is one potential issue with 
your story.

JAY
What’s that?

NICK
You weren’t driving.  Caroline 
drove.

JAY
(sighing)

Yes, yes she did.  But it doesn’t 
matter at this point.

NICK
What do you mean it doesn’t 
matter?  Of course it matters!  
Jay, you were not driving the car.

JAY
I’d much rather people blame me 
for this than blame Caroline.  She 
was just doing me a favor.

NICK
Jay, look at me.

Jay takes a sip of his drink and then looks at Nick, who 
has moved up in his seat.

NICK (CONT’D)
You are not the Great Gatsby.  Do 
you understand that?

Jay laughs and takes another sip.

JAY
I know that, Nick.  It doesn’t 
matter, though.  It was all a 
game, you know?  It was fake.
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NICK
It wasn’t fake to me.

JAY
Sure it was.

(louder)
Of course it was!

NICK
You can’t tell me your love of 
scotch is fake.  Or love of 
entertaining.  Or your love of 
fine suits and fine dining.

NICK (V.O.)
And then it occurs to me.  It is 
all fake.

JAY
It was all fake, except for 
Caroline.  It was all fake for 
Caroline.

NICK
Like that man the other day.

JAY
I did what I had to do make the 
money I needed.  I won’t deny it.

They sit in silence.  Jay finishes his drink.

NICK
So how does this story end?

JAY
For you?  However you want it to.

NICK
And for you?

JAY
It ended a long time ago.

NICK
Then how’d it go wrong?

JAY
Who said it went wrong?

(pauses)
Want a drink with me?

NICK
Not today, Jay.
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Jay nods and stands up.  He begins to walk away.

NICK
Jay, can I ask you something?

Jay stops and turns.

JAY
Of course.

NICK
Why’d you take a chance on me?  
Why’d you befriend me?

JAY
Because you were willing to be my 
friend.  That’s a rare commodity 
around here.  Maybe I should ask 
you the same question.

NICK
There has to be more than that.

JAY
Because you look at McCaela the 
same way I feel about Caroline.  
You know, I’m beginning to think 
Caroline never intended to leave 
Gary.  I think she has just 
brought me along for the ride.

NICK
Caroline loves you.  She’ll leave 
him.

JAY
Yeah.  McCaela loves you, my good 
man.  Don’t let her forget that.

NICK (V.O.)
I for the life of me cannot tell 
if he lied to me the way I just 
lied to him.

CUT TO:

INT. NICK’S HOUSE - LATER

Nick, Ahmad, and Jud are sitting around looking at the 
footage from the night before.
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NICK
This is brilliant.  I told you it 
would work.

JUD
Nick, you realize you’re the end, 
right?

NICK
Yeah, I realize it.

AHMAD
Nick, there’s a saying in my 
country.  You never want to be the 
end of the movie.  You want to be 
the part of the movie that makes 
the audience want to keep 
watching.

NICK
So wise, you Jordanians.

AHMAD
How’d it go with McCaela?

NICK
It didn’t go.  I don’t think she 
wants much to do with me.

There’s a knock at the door.  Nick gets up to answer.  
Professor Jameson and two police officers are standing 
there.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick.  How are you?

NICK
(nervous)

Fine.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Can we come in?

Nick allows them to enter.  They stand in the entryway.

NICK
How can I help you guys?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, Jay Gayson’s body was found 
earlier today.  He was stabbed to 
death in his front yard.

Lettis Call Me Gatsby 91.



Nick goes white and collapses to his knees.  Professor 
Jameson kneels and puts a hand on his shoulder.

NICK
What happened?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Do you know a Gary Richards?

NICK
Caroline’s boyfriend?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Apparently his younger brother was 
killed last night by a drunk 
driver.  Gary accused Jay of 
driving the car.

EXT. JAY’S DRIVEWAY - CONTINUOUS

Gary approaches Jay holding a knife.  Jay walks out to 
greet him, holding his hand up in a calming gesture.  
Gary does not hesitate and Jay does not defend himself.  
Gary stabs him several times.

INT. NICK’S HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

Ahmad and Jud are looking at Nick, who is sitting on the 
floor with head against the wall.  Professor Jameson 
still has his hand on his shoulder.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, I know this is tough.  I 
have to ask, though, if you have 
any details?

Nick lifts his head up and stares at the two policemen.  
He rubs his lower lip as he considers what he will say.

NICK
He came by this morning.  He said 
he thinks he killed someone while 
driving last night.  He said he 
was going to turn himself in.

Jameson looks at the officers.  They nod and write.  They 
signal that’s all they need.
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PROFESSOR JAMESON
Ok, that’s good information.  
Nick, if you need to talk to 
anyone, don’t hesitate.  I’m so 
sorry.

Nick nods his head.  The three men walk out.

AHMAD
Did he just say Jay is dead?

NICK
Yes, Gary killed him.

Nick takes out his phone and calls Jay.  No one answers.

NICK (V.O.)
Jay never let’s his phone go to 
voicemail.  It’s possible he’s 
actually dead.  I really wish I 
could talk to McCaela.

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick is laying in bed.

NICK (V.O.)
I didn’t cry when my dad died.  I 
never really felt like I knew my 
dad.  

A tear rolls down his cheek.

NICK (V.O.)
But I guess I never really knew 
Jay either.  I wonder if anyone 
did.  He didn’t deserve to die.

INT. JAY’S HOUSE - DAY

Nick is wandering around Jay’s house.  He’s wearing a 
suit.  Ahmad and Jud are sitting on the couch talking 
about the movie.  Nick is ruffling through drawers.  He 
can’t find anything.

NICK (V.O.)
No phone numbers, no names.  
Nothing he wrote on.  There’s 
nothing.  

He opens another drawer and finds an empty envelope.  He 
picks it up and turns it over.  
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On the back is written, “For services rendered.”  He 
opens it.  A single slip of paper is inside with a phone 
number on it.

Nick sits and looks at the number.  He looks around to 
see if anyone is listening.  He picks up a phone and 
dials.  A man answers.

MAN
Hello?

NICK
Hi.

MAN
Who the hell is this?

NICK
This is, uh, John.

MAN
John who?  What do ya want?

NICK
I’m a friend of Jay’s.

MAN
Jay.  Jay Gayson?  Jay would know 
better than to have a friend call 
me.

NICK
Jay’s dead.

MAN
(after a pause)

I’m sorry to hear that.  He was a 
good man.

NICK
Yeah.  Thanks.

MAN
So what do you want?  A job?  I 
could use a new delivery man.

NICK
No, I don’t need a job.  Look, if 
anyone you know wants to go to the 
funeral, it’s in two days at the 
St. Johns’s Church.
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MAN
Right.  Definitely.  I’ll pass 
that on.  That all?

NICK
Yes.

The man hangs up.  Nick puts the phone down and looks 
through other drawers.  He finds sports betting receipts.

NICK (V.O.)
So that was it.  There’s no 
mystery or glamor here.  Jay was a 
middle man and delivered high 
value packages and was good at 
sports betting.  I wonder if he 
had a dollar in the bank.  He made 
money and spent it.  He put up a 
front, for Caroline.

INT. JAY’S ROOM - MOMENTS LATER

Nick is sitting in Jay’s smoking chair.  Ahmad and Jud 
are behind the camera.

AHMAD
Are you ready?

NICK
Yeah, roll it.

JUD
Are you sure?  Because we don’t 
need to do this now.  I mean, it’s 
kind of weird.

NICK
I need to do this.  Just roll it.

AHMAD
I kind of agree with Jud.  We can 
do this later.

NICK
Are you kidding me right now?  
Just roll it.

AHMAD
Alright, on three, two, one.

Ahmad hits record.  
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NICK
(reading from The 
Great Gatsby)

There must have been moments even 
that afternoon when Daisy tumbled 
short of his dreams - not through 
her own fault, but because of the 
colossal vitality of his illusion. 
It had gone beyond her, beyond 
everything. He had thrown himself 
into it with a creative passion. 
He wanted to recover something, 
some idea of himself perhaps, that 
had gone into loving Daisy. His 
life had been confused and 
disordered since then, but if he 
could once return to a certain 
starting place and go over it all 
slowly, he could find out what 
that thing was.

Nick stops reading and looks at the camera.

INT. CLASS ROOM - CONTINUOUS

The class, including McCaela, watch the movie.  Nick is 
not present.

NICK
(on the movie)

I’m currently sitting in the room 
of Jay Gayson.  Many of us met 
him.  None of us knew him.  Jay 
died two days ago.  How he died 
doesn’t matter.  What matters is 
what he missed while he lived.  He 
missed love.  Jay was not able to 
love another person, and he wasn’t 
able to love himself.  He 
idolized.  He idolized a girl and 
he idolized a lifestyle.  Those 
decisions killed him.  This is no 
love story.  But even in death, 
Jay would feel proud if you all 
call him Gatsby.

EXT. ST. JOHN’S CHURCH - DAY

Nick is sitting in the back of the church listening to 
the priest.  They are alone.  Nick keeps looking around.
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PRIEST
For those of us who knew him, we 
know he always meant well.

NICK (V.O.)
No one came.  The man on the phone 
did not arrive.  Jay’s friends 
appear to be busy.  Caroline is 
nowhere to be seen.  Was I the 
only one he fooled?

Nick turns and looks around and see Professor Jameson 
standing in the back.  He walks towards Nick.  He sits.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
I’m late.

NICK
True.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
My apologies.  I had a meeting.

NICK
Must have been important.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
How are you?

NICK
No one showed up.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
No.  No one showed up.

NICK
What does that mean?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
It means no one showed up.

Nick pauses to listen to the priest.

NICK
Professor, there’s something that 
doesn’t add up.  

PROFESSOR JAMESON
(suspicious)

What’s that?
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NICK
You said he paid to sit in the 
classes, but from what I saw, 
yours was the only class he 
attended.  What part of the story 
aren’t you telling me.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
(after stuttering)

Do you know what Jay was?  What he 
did?

NICK
Yes.  He was a scumbag gangster.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Essentially.  And for quite a long 
time, I had a gambling problem.

Nick looks at Professor Jameson and begins to put it 
together with his face.

NICK
Did he have something on you?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Just the opposite.  I had a debt.  
He helped me.  He saved me.  To 
pay him back, I let him attend my 
classes.  I gave him a reason to 
be near Caroline.

Nick looks stunned.

NICK
So he was a good guy after all?  
Why didn’t you help him?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
You were the best thing that ever 
happened to him.  He met you in my 
class.  It’s minor, but I’m taking 
credit for it.

Nick shakes his head.  He doesn’t know what to say and 
closes his eyes.

NICK
I miss him.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
I know.
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NICK
I’m sorry I missed class.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Your tape was excellent.  The 
whole class stayed the extra time.  
My compliments to you and your 
friends.

NICK
I won’t tell them.  It was 
unedited.  They might lose 
inspiration.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
There’s potential, though.  

NICK
Yeah?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
A lot of potential.  Excellent 
speech at the end.  I think I 
finally got through to you.  It 
was exactly what I wanted to see.

NICK
I don’t know what I learned, 
unfortunately.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Nick, my good man, you know 
exactly what you learned.  You 
need to allow yourself to see it.

NICK
Was, uh, was McCaela in class?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
She was.  Besides being a main 
character in your documentary, I 
think she really liked it.

NICK
Yeah?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yes, Nick.  Yes.  As a matter of 
fact, my important meeting was 
with her.  She’s furious at you.

(he laughs)
Almost as mad as my wife gets when 
I drink.
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NICK
I figured as much.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Yep, furious that you haven’t 
tried to call.

NICK
(shocked)

Really?  That’s why she’s mad?

PROFESSOR JAMESON
I hope it’s not too late.

Nick gets up, but stops.

PROFESSOR JAMESON
Jay would understand.  Get out of 
here.

Nick stands up and runs out.

INT. NICK’S BEDROOM - LATER

Nick is trying on a suit and trying to look his finest.  
As he walks out of his room, he sees himself in the 
mirror.  He stops to continue looking.  He then changes 
into jeans and a Polo shirt.  He exits.

INT. COFFEE SHOP - LATER

Nick enters the coffee shop, looks around, and then 
leaves.

EXT. MCCAELA’S FRONTPORCH - LATER

Nick knocks on the door.  Lisa answers.

LISA
Hi, Nick.

NICK
Uh, hi...

LISA
Lisa.  I’m McCaela’s roommate.  
We’ve met several times.

NICK
Right, Lisa.  I know.  I, I uh, 
I’m sorry.
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LISA
What do you want, Nick?

NICK
I was hoping I could talk to 
McCaela.

LISA
She’s not here. And even if she 
was, I doubt she’d want to talk to 
you.

NICK
I know.  Do you by any chance know 
where I can find her?

LISA
She said she’s going somewhere 
that no one can find her.  
Whatever that means.

NICK
Right.  Thank you.

LISA
Nick.  You really hurt her.

NICK
I know.

Nick turns and walks away.

EXT. HIDDEN POND - LATER

Nick finds McCaela sitting at the pond.  He approaches 
holding A Farewell To Arms by Ernest Hemingway.  She 
doesn’t react as he sits next to her and opens the book.

NICK
(reading)

Maybe you'll fall in love with me 
all over again.  Hell, I said, I 
love you enough now. What do you 
want to do? Ruin me?  Yes. I want 
to ruin you.  Good, I said. That's 
what I want too.

Nick looks at McCaela who continues to look at the pond.  
Nick turns to another page.

NICK
When I saw her I was in love with 
her. 

(MORE)
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Everything turned over inside of 
me. She looked toward the door, 
saw there was no one, then she sat 
on the side of the bed and leaned 
over and kissed me.

McCaela takes the book and begins flipping through the 
pages.

MCCAELA
Often a man wishes to be alone and 
a girl wishes to be alone too and 
if they love each other they are 
jealous of that in each other, but 
I can truly say we never felt 
that. We could feel alone when we 
were together, alone against the 
others. But we were never lonely 
and never afraid when we were 
together.

Nick takes the book.

NICK
And you'll always love me won't 
you? Yes. And the rain won't make 
any difference?  No.

Nick puts the book down.

MCCAELA
You hurt me, Nick.

NICK
I know.

MCCAELA
Please don’t do it again.

NICK
I won’t.  I promise.

He reaches out and holds her hand.  She puts her head on 
his shoulder.

MCCAELA
I like you better in jeans.

NICK
Me too.

MCCAELA
I’m sorry about Jay.

NICK (CONT'D)
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NICK
Me too.

MCCAELA
I love you.

NICK
Me too.

MCCAELA
So do I have to call you Hemingway 
now?

He kisses her.

NICK
No, just call me Nick.

FADE OUT.
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